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Key Themes 

Defence is important for NSW 

NSW is important for Defence  

A truly national approach is required 



 Importance of NSW to 

Defence 

 The sector has a large foot print in 

NSW with about 80 bases, the largest 

of any State/Territory. Approximately 

26% of Australia’s 102,685 military 

and civilian personnel are currently 

located or based in NSW.  

 NSW provides the largest number of 

personnel of any State/Territory 

 

 

 

 Importance of Defence to 

NSW 

 The Defence industry’s economic 

contribution in NSW is in the order of 

$5.5 billion in operating expenditure 

and $2.4 billion in capital expenditure 

annually.   

 Defence, defence industry and other 

related industries are estimated to 

employ about 56,000 directly and 

indirectly and is important to many 

sectors including advanced 

manufacturing, IT, cyber security and 

aerospace.  

 

 



Distribution of Defence personnel between States/Territories 



Major Defence Bases in NSW 



Regional nature of defence industry capabilities in NSW  



Defence and defence industry - % of employment by region 



Multiplier effect of Defence spending in NSW 



Annual value-added impacts by industry in NSW 



Defence research capabilities 

The  Defence  Materials  Technology  Centre  is  a  partnership  between  industry, 

universities,  government  research  agencies  and  Commonwealth  and  State 

Governments.

The University of Wollongong (UOW) will play a major role in the new $85 million 

centre designed to give Australian industry a leading edge in winning national and 

international defence contracts. UOW is the only NSW University participating in the 

new centre and has received NSW Government funding support. UOW will lead the 

Armour Applications program and Professor John Norrish from UOW is now a Board 

Member of the Centre.

UOW researchers  will  be  developing new materials  for  land,  sea  and  air  defence 

platforms. Significant outcomes to be delivered include improved armour protection for 

military  personnel  carriers  and  new high-tech  materials  for  use  in  major  defence 

acquisitions, such as the Joint Strike Fighter. 

The DMTC will  receive $30 million in Federal  Government funding over the next 

seven years, with the remaining funding coming from the collaborative partners. It is 

the first  to  be established under  the Defence Future  Capability Technology Centre 

Program, modelled on the Commonwealth’s successful Cooperative Research Centres 

(CRC) Program.

There are six core industry participants – BAE Systems Australia Ltd, GKN Aerospace 

Engineering Services Pty Ltd, BlueScope Steel Limited, Surface Technology Coatings, 

Thales Australia Holdings Pty Ltd and CRC-ACS Limited 

There are two core Government research agency participants – the Australian Nuclear 

Science  and  Technology  Organisation  (ANSTO)  and  the  Defence  Science  and 

Technology Organisation (DSTO).

There are five core University participants – University of Wollongong, The University 

of Queensland, Swinburne University of Technology, The University of Melbourne and 

RMIT University.

There  are  sixteen  (mainly  private  sector  small  to  medium  enterprises  -  SMEs) 

supporting participants  – Victorian  Government,  CAST CRC Limited,  Seco  Tools, 

Nanotechnology Victoria,  Pacific ESI, VIPAC Engineers, Bisalloy Steels, Australian 

Industry & Defence Network (AIDN), Marand Precision Engineering, Goodrich, Avoca 



Five strategies to support Defence and grow the 

defence industry in NSW 

 Foster stronger relationships with Defence and across the NSW defence industry at a state 

and regional level 

Leverage NSW’s strengths in critical capability areas to grow existing work and create new 

Defence and defence industry activity 

Provide Defence and defence industry with their future workforce 

Sustain and grow existing and new Defence and defence industry activity across regional 

NSW 

Increase opportunities for innovation, commercialisation and research within Defence and 

the defence industry 
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