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PURPOSE: 
Build upon current interactions, develop new ideas, turn ideas into actionable outcomes

The Goal

Community



Mission

To create community integration leading to meaningful 
relationships and exchanges between St. John’s, 
academia, and aging-services providers to serve the 
physical, social, cognitive, and emotional wants and 
needs of older adults. 

SCIL strives to understand, and build upon, the 
experiences and strengths of all students, elders, and 
community partners.

SCIL provides a reciprocal learning environment that 
encourages participants to become better citizens 
through service to, and within, the community.







The Courses

• PSY 226 - Adulthood & Late Life
• PSY 354 - Issues in Aging
• PSY 355 - Aging & Community Service
• Course Composition

1) Over 400 students
77% from HHS
21% from Psychology

2) 15-20 elders each semester 
some repeat, some new



The Design

• Adulthood & Late Life
1) Reflective Writing, Panel, TEVP*

• Issues in Aging
1) Panel, Issues in Aging Paper, Mini-Conference*

• Aging & Community Service
1) Panel, Community Project*



Mini-Conferences



Community Projects

• Students and residents will: 
1) Identify an area of segregation and develop a project to 

integrate various components of the community. 
2) Identify the needs of the various community organizations that 

could serve as potential partners for this project. 
3) Organize presentations to both other elder residents as well as 

community leaders to create buy-in for this project. 
4) Identify methods and assessment tools to be used as this work 

progresses. 



Pharmaceutical Brown Bags



Hillside



Dr. Douglas Smith Learning Center



Thank you for making our 
Holistic Therapy Fair possible

• Casey Cline
• Mary Anne Delano
• Elaine Markowski
• Donna Haywood
• Donna Bott

• Paul Brayer
• Eleanor Volpe
• Marvin Rus
• Heather Hutton
• Joette Hartman

• Nancy Szembrot
• Colleen Seeley
• Pam Criscuolo
• Christie Hall
• Dr. David W. Steitz

• Alice Pishbeck
• Dr. Yen T. Tan
• Maureen Fitzpatrick
• Barbara Messina
• Bess Pernot



Student & Elder Comments

“If you want to make an impression, the best way to do 
that is to get the professor out of the front of the class 
and allow the students and elders to learn from each 
other through interactions. This is the best way to change 
attitude and behavior. 99% of classes are not like this 
one.”

“I have felt free to share what has motivated me and how 
the decisions I made at their age have cast the journey 
for me. It is a situation that is fulfilling for me, particularly 
since I no longer have my wife with whom to talk. The 
three [students] have taken the place of having 
intelligent people with whom to talk.” 



Thank you!

dsteitz4@naz.edu
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