
 

YCS Community of Practice Meeting 2026 
 When Care is Complex: Innovation, Equity and Humanity 

20 – 21 August 2026 
DAY 1: Thursday 20 August 2026  
Venue: Mercure, Sydney  

Time Room: Townhall  Room: Central Room 

9:30am –
11:00am 
 
 
 
 
 

YCS National Reflective Practice Program 
Co-Design Workshop (Optional)  
- Registered participants only 
 
Facilitator:  
Terri Soller 
Managing Director, Conversus Leaders 
 
 

The Other Side EƯect: Financial Toxicity 
 
Facilitator:  
Danielle Miller  
 
Speakers: 
Dr Axelle Marjolin 
Senior Research and Evaluation OƯicer, Redkite 
 
A/Prof Jennifer Cohen  
Head of Impact, Canteen 
   
Madison Purkis  
Lived Experience Advocate, QYCS Youth Advisory Group  
 
Dr Megumi Lim 
Health Economist, Hunter Medical Research Institute 

Time Room  Session Details Presenter/Facilitator  
11:00am – 
11:30am 

Grand Central 
Foyer  

Morning Tea 

11:30am Grand Central 
Room  

MC Address Jacinta Parsons  
Master of Ceremonies 

11:30am – 
11:45am 

Grand Central 
Room 

Acknowledgement of Country  Garry Purchase 
Hidden Door Experiences 

11:45am – 
11:55am 

Grand Central 
Room 

Welcome & Housekeeping Announcements  Jacinta Parsons  
Master of Ceremonies 

11:55am– 
12:05pm 

Grand Central 
Room 
 

Opening Address 
 
 
 

Danielle Miller  
Executive Director, Services and 
Impact, Canteen 
 
A/Prof Kate Thompson 
Chair, AYA Group, Clinical 
Oncology Society of Australia 

12:05pm – 
12:20pm 

Grand Central 
Room    

Session 1 
The Current State of AYA Cancer  

  AIHW Data Update   Dr Jeremy Lewin  
Medical Director, Victorian 
Adolescent & Young Adult Cancer 
Service 

12:20pm – 
1:35pm 

Grand Central 
Room    

Session 2 
ALL Presentation & Panel    

  Presentation 1  
Updates and changes to the disease and 
treatment  
 
 
 
 

Dr Lachlin Vaughan  
Western Sydney YCS 
Haematologist 
 
 
 



 

Presentation 2  
ALL09 Study and HRQoL Outcomes  
 
Multidisciplinary Panel Discussion  
Facilitator: Dr Michael Osborn  
Panelists:  

1. Dr Matthew Greenwood  
2. Mel Jones  
3. Dr Lachlin Vaughan  
4. Alex Punch  
5. Dr Andrew Murnane 

Dr Matthew Greenwood  
Haematologist (Blood Disorders 
Specialist), Pathologist 
(Haematologist) 
 

1:35pm – 
2:15pm 

Grand Central 
Foyer 

Lunch & Professional Headshots  

2:15pm – 
3:30pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 3 
Circles of Support   

  Presentation 1 
COSA Psychosocial Guidelines  
 
Presentation 2 
Impact of Cancer on Siblings    
 
Multidisciplinary Shared Learnings Panel 
Discussion   
Facilitator: Jessica Elliott 
Panelists:  

1. Anna Robinson  
2. Rosie Wilmshurst  
3. Zoe Wilmshurst  
4. Dr Jess Ryan  
5. Alison Baker  
6. Kate Steinhauer 
7. Samantha Orrin 

Jessica Elliott 
Senior Social Worker, Western 
Sydney YCS 
 
A/Prof Jennifer Cohen 
Head of Impact, Canteen  
  
 
 

3:30pm – 
4:15pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 4 
AI-Driven Precision Oncology: Transforming Cancer Diagnosis and Treatment 

  Presentation 1  
- General overview of the use of AI in diagnosis 
and personalised management of cancers  
- Real-time Analysis of 'Patient-Derived 3D 
Functional Precision Oncology Models' to 
complement current use of ZERO and other 
personalised medicine models 

A/Prof Sidong Liu 
Lead, AI for Precision Medicine 
Research Stream, Macquarie 
University 
 

4:15pm-
4:30pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 5 
A Year in Review: Celebrating Our Success 

    Megan Baiocchi 
Head of Youth Cancer Service, 
Canteen 

4:30pm – 
4:45pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Day 1 Wrap Up  
Grab & Go Afternoon Tea  

Jacinta Parsons  
Master of Ceremonies 

7.00pm – 
10.00pm  

 Group Dinner  
Fratelli Fresh, Darling Harbour   
Theme: Wild West 

 

 

 

 



 

DAY 2: Friday 21 August 2026 

Venue: Mercure, Sydney  

Time Room  Session Details Presenter 

9:00am – 
9:05am 

Grand Central 
Room   

Welcome to Day 2 Jacinta Parsons   
Master of Ceremonies 

9:05am – 
9:35am 

Grand Central 
Room     

Session 6 
Road to Clinical Trials in AYA Cancer Services 

   Dr Hetal Dholaria   
Medical Lead, YCS, Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital 

9:35am- 
10:35am 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 7 
Recognising and Navigating Moral Distress in Everyday Clinical Practice 

  Complex clinical ethics in relation to moral 
distress and utilising a moral distress framework 
to review clinical case studies    
 

Prof Clare Delany 
Clinical Ethicist, 
Peter MacCallum Cancer 
Centre 
 
A/Prof Vivek Bhadri  
AYA Medical Oncologist, 
Western Sydney YCS 
 
Julia Drake  
Senior Social Worker, Hunter & 
Northern NSW YCS 
 
Lyndal Moore  
Clinical Nurse Consultant, 
Hunter & Northern NSW YCS 

10:35am-
11:00am 

Grand Central 
Foyer 

Morning Tea  

11:00am-
11:45am 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 8 
Voluntary Assisted Dying 

  Presentation 1 
Legislation updates and relevant clinical case 
studies   
 
Presentation 2  
Moral distress of families, decision making in 
treatment and end of life 
 

Dr Cameron McLaren   
Medical Oncologist & 
President, Voluntary Assisted 
Dying, (AUS & NZ)   
 
Jane Adams  
Senior Social Worker, Chris 
O'Brien Lifehouse   

11:45am- 
12:45pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 9 
Navigating Cultural Grief: Supporting AYAs Through Identity and Belonging 

  Presentation 1  
- Navigating culture and religion within the 
Australian medical model covering barriers to 
care, family conflict, and pathways for support 
 
Multidisciplinary Panel Discussion 
Facilitator: Amanda Fernando 
Panelists:  

1. Racheal Curry 
2. Lyndal Gray 
3. Cheryl Porter-Pedras 

Racheal Curry 
Hematology Social Worker, 
Liverpool Hospital   
 
 
 



 

12:45pm-
1:30pm 

Grand Central 
Foyer Lunch  

1:30pm-
2:30pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 10 
Diagnosed on a Temporary Visa: The Hidden Burden for Adolescent and Young 
Adults with Cancer 

  Presentation 1  
- Diagnosis of diverse young people on a 
temporary visa and addressing the moral distress 
of clinical teams   
- Medicare/PBS ineligibility & clinical trial access 
- Language and cultural barriers  

 
Multidisciplinary Panel Discussion  
Facilitator: Jessica Elliott & Alison Baker   
Panelists:  

1. Amanda Mellow 
2. Janine Deevy  
3. Dr Gaurav Sutrave  
4. Dr Clare Zachulski  
5. Ellise Cullum 

Alison Baker 
Clinical Nurse Consultant, 
Western Sydney Youth Cancer 
Service 
 
Jessica Elliott 
Senior Social Worker, Western 
Sydney Youth Cancer Service 
 
 

2:30pm- 
2:45pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 11 
YCS National Reflective Practice Program  

   Amanda Weall  
Service Manager, WA Youth 
Cancer Service 
 
Katie Lindeberg  
Statewide Program Director, 
QLD Youth Cancer Service 

2:45pm –
3.00pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Session 12 
YCS Experience of Care Study   

   Dr Fiona McDonald 
Research Manager, Canteen 
  
Dr Andrew Murnane  
Exercise Physiologist, 
Victorian Adolescent & Young 
Adult Cancer Service 
 
Dr Joanna Fardell  
AYA Clinical Neuropsychology 
Registrar, Western Sydney 
Youth Cancer Service 

3:00pm-
3:15pm 

Grand Central 
Room   

Meeting Wrap Up & Closing Address 
 
Grab & Go Afternoon Tea  

Megan Baiocchi  
Head of Youth Cancer Service, 
Canteen 

End of Meeting 

 


