
www.ilapa.org

Our sponsorship packages offer a comprehensive range of 
benefits, including prime visibility throughout the year and 
exclusive access to local and state government decision 
makers, for-profit and non-profit organizations, and other 
planning professionals at our annual conference. Please 
consider becoming a sponsor and have a positive impact 
on the way communities operate and conduct business 
across Illinois.

We invite you to showcase your organization at the 
2026 APA-IL State Conference, taking place at the Hilton 
Orrington/Evanston, in Evanston, Illinois, September 30 - 
October 2, 2026. 

Click Here to become a sponsor! 

2026-27 ANNUAL SPONSORSHIP

https://www.ilapa.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-planning-association---illinois-chapter/
https://www.threads.net/@apaillinois
https://www.facebook.com/APAIllinois/
https://www.instagram.com/apaillinois/
https://www.ilapa.org/apail23
mailto:sgreenwood%40cgiresults.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20more%20information%20on%20APA-IL%20Sponsorship
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ABOUT APA-IL

The American Planning Association - 
Illinois Chapter (APA-IL) is the educational 
and professional association for urban 
planners and local government leaders in 
the State of Illinois.

The purpose of APA-IL is to improve the quality 
and credibility of planning in Illinois, serving 
planners by: advancing the cause of planning, 
enhancing planning skills and tools, building 
mutual support for Illinois planners, enhancing 
communication among planners, enhancing 
communication with affiliated organizations, 
and serving as a liaison between National APA 
and Chapter members. 

2026 CONFERENCE SPONSORSHIP 

SALES & GENERAL QUESTIONS

Shelly Greenwood 
CGi, Director of Sales
sgreenwood@cgiresults.com

Book Early and Save!

APA-IL’s 2026-27 Annual Sponsorship opportunities 
include showcasing your organization at the APA-IL 
State Conference, September 30 - October 2, 2026, at 
the Hilton Orrington/Evanston.

The conference will consist of three days of in-person 
exhibit space, conference sessions, mobile workshops, 
and social events.

Visit the conference website today for more 
information! ilapa.org/apail26

ABOUT APA-IL CONFERENCES

WHY SPONSOR?

Support Demonstrations Sales

Networking Exposure Recognition

Impact Engagement Partnership

mailto:sgreenwood%40cgiresults.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20more%20information%20on%202026%20APA-IL%20sponsorship
https://www.ilapa.org/apail26
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2026 Sponsorship Opportunities
When: September 30 - October 2, 2026
Where: Hilton Orrington/Evanston, Evanston, IL

YEAR-ROUND BENEFITS 	◾ 1 year advertising space in the online Sponsor Directory, ilapa.org/sponsor-directory

CONFERENCE BENEFITS

	◾ 1 conference registration (additional registrations available with higher sponsorship tiers)
	◾ Logo with hyperlink on conference website, ilapa.org/apail26
	◾ 	Logo in conference program and/or app
	◾ Recognition through placement of event signage at conference
	◾ Logo displayed on session room slide during breaks
	◾ Recognition on APA-IL Social Media pages
	◾ Marketing materials drop at resource table

Core Benefits included with all Sponsorship Tiers 

TIER I SPONSORSHIP
Early Pricing: $3,999  (through September 5, 2026)

Regular Pricing: $5,000

Tier I Sponsorships include Core Benefits plus (select one, first come, first served):

	� Wednesday Evening Awards Reception (limit 1)
	� Keynote Speaker Introduction (limit 1)

	� Thursday Evening Event - customizable recognition (limit 1)
	� Conference App Splash Page (limit 1)

Optional add-on: Sponsor a Student 3-Day Registration ($200, discounted to $175).

Plus these additional benefits:

YEAR-ROUND BENEFITS

	◾ APA-IL Publications Advertising Annual Package (1 year of advertising in the newsletter and 
website home page)

	◾ 1 Post Conference Event Collaboration 
	◾ 1 APA-IL Newsletter Article

CONFERENCE BENEFITS

	◾ 1 Exhibitor Hall Booth: (1) 6 foot skirted table, 2 chairs
	◾ 3 Three-Day Conference Registrations (additional registrations @ regular rate)
	◾ Ability to split the registrations included in Tier I sponsorship between your employees
	◾ 1 Speed Planning session table
	◾ Pre and post conference list of Attendees (all that opt in). Includes name, title, organization, 

address, and work phone. Does not include email addresses.

TIER II SPONSORSHIP
Early Pricing: $2,999 (through September 5, 2026)

Regular Pricing: $4,000

Tier II Sponsorships include Core Benefits plus (select one, first come, first served):

	� Nametag Lanyards (limit 1)
	� Bag (limit 1) 
	� NEW! Podium Signage (limit 4)

	� Water Bottle (limit 1)
	� Headshot Lounge (limit 3)
	� Recognition in the Conference App (limit 5)

Optional add-on: Sponsor a Student 3-Day Registration ($200, discounted to $175).  

Plus these additional benefits:

YEAR-ROUND BENEFITS 	◾ 1 Year of Advertising in the APA-IL Newsletter
	◾ 1 APA-IL Newsletter Article 

CONFERENCE BENEFITS

	◾ 1 Exhibitor Hall Booth: (1) 6 foot skirted table, 2 chairs
	◾ 2 Three-Day Conference Registrations (additional registrations @ regular rate)
	◾ 1 Speed Planning session table
	◾ Pre and Post Conference List of Attendees (all that opt in). Includes name, title, organization, 

address, and work phone. Does not include email addresses.

Small Firm Small Firm 

Discount Available!
Discount Available!

CLAIMED!

Small Firm Small Firm 

Discount Available!
Discount Available!

mailto:https://www.ilapa.org/sponsor-directory?subject=
https://www.ilapa.org/apail26
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Core Benefits included with all Sponsorship Tiers 

2026 Sponsorship Opportunities
When: September 30 - October 2, 2026
Where: Hilton Orrington/Evanston, Evanston, IL

TIER III SPONSORSHIP
Early Pricing: $1,800  (through September 5, 2026)

Regular Pricing: $2,500

Tier III Sponsorships include Core Benefits plus (select one, first come, first served):

	� Sign with logo next to Coffee/Beverage (limit 4)
	� NEW! Logo on mobile workshop “follow me” sign (limit 2)

	� Logo on snacks and/or snack signage in Exhibit Hall (limit 4)
	� Directional Signage (limit 4)

Optional add-on: Sponsor a Student 3-Day Registration ($200, discounted to $175).

Plus these additional benefits:

YEAR-ROUND BENEFITS 	◾ N/A

CONFERENCE BENEFITS 	◾ 1 Exhibitor Hall Booth: (1) 6 foot skirted table, 2 chairs
	◾ Sign with logo at breakfast

Additional conference registrations available at the regular rate.

SPONSOR ONLY - NO EXHIBIT HALL BOOTH
Early Pricing: $1,500  (through September 5, 2026)

Regular Pricing: $1,700

For sponsors who want to support the APA-IL annually, but not host a booth in the conference exhibit hall.

Sponsor Only Sponsorships include Core Benefits plus (select one, first come, first served):

	� 1 Year Advertising in the newsletter
	� 1 Post Conference Event Collaboration 

CONFERENCE BENEFITS 	◾ N/A

Additional conference registrations available at the regular rate.

EXHIBIT HALL BOOTH ONLY
Early Pricing: $1,500  (through September 5, 2026)

Regular Pricing: $1,700

For sponsors who want a physical presence at the conference, but don’t require any other sponsorship benefits.

Exhibit Hall Booth Sponsorships include Core Benefits only. 
Additional conference registrations available at the regular rate.

Small Firm 

Discount Available!

WEBSITE AD SPACES (SPONSOR DIRECTORY, HOME PAGE) SHALL COMMENCE ON JULY 1, 2026 AND CONTINUE UNTIL JUNE 30, 2027. 
NEWSLETTER ARTICLE PUBLICATIONS AND EVENT COLLABORATIONS SHALL TAKE PLACE BEFORE AUGUST 1, 2027.

START-UP SPONSORSHIP
Pricing: $500

For sponsors who are, or have recently, launched a planning-related business! Get the exposure you need to grow your brand. 

Eligibility is limited to businesses that: 
1.	 Operate as a sole proprietorship or have no more than one additional employee. 
2.	 Have been in operation for less than two years.

CONFERENCE BENEFITS 	◾ Recognition in Exhibit Hall
	◾ 	Logo in conference program and/or app

	◾ Marketing materials drop at resource table
	◾ Talk to us about other opportunities!
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Bag: Your logo on your choice of bags. Sponsor will 
be responsible for all production and shipping costs. 

Conference App: The app will offer branding 
opportunities. Tier I sponsors can gain maximum 
exposure through the splash page. Tier II sponsors 
have the option of including a banner ad at the 
bottom of select pages.

Directional Signage: Your logo added to 
signage that directs attendees throughout the 
venue.

Headshot Lounge: A photographer will be on 
site to take headshots of attendees. Sponsors 
will be recognized via promotional emails and 
signage.

List of Attendees: Tier 1 and 2 sponsors will be given 
the pre and post conference attendee lists. The pre-
conference attendee list will be sent to the main 
point of contact 10 days before the conference. The 
post conference attendee list will be sent out 1 week 
post conference. The list will include the name, title, 
organization, address, and work phone. Emails will 
not be included. Lists will not include the attendees 
who opt out of receiving sponsor information. 

Mobile Workshop “Follow Me” 
Sign: Sponsors will have their logos 
on a sign carried during a mobile 
workshop. (sign at right is an example 
and actual sign may differ)

Nametag Lanyards: This exclusive opportunity 
allows your company to stand out from others. By 
being the exclusive lanyard sponsor your brand will 
receive the undivided attention of all in attendance. 
Sponsor will be responsible for all costs of production 
and shipping.

Small Firm Discount: 10% discount applied to the 
sponsorship fee. A small firm is defined as a firm 
that employs no more than 5 full-time employees. 
Available on Tier 1, Tier 2 & Tier 3 sponsorship levels.

CLAIMED!

2026 Package Information
Additional representatives can register for the conference at the prevailing registration rates at the date/time of the registration. 

Booth Tables provided will be standard 6’ foot skirted tables with 2 chairs.

2019 EXPO STAGE AT THE HILTON ORRINGTON/EVANSTON

Examples of past app 
splash pages. The first 
thing attendees see when 
the app opens. (Tier I)

Example of app 
banner ad (Tier II).
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2026 Package Information - continued
Additional representatives can register for the conference at the prevailing registration rates at the date/time of the registration. 

Booth Tables provided will be standard 6’ foot skirted tables with 2 chairs.

Sponsor Article: Sponsors can provide APA-IL with 
an article for the APA-IL website and newsletter. 
Specs will be provided and a publication month will 
be scheduled with your company post-conference. 

Sponsor Directory: Your company logo will be listed 
in the APA-IL online directory at ilapa.org/sponsor-
directory. 

Sponsor a Student: Give a student the ability to 
attend this year’s conference by underwriting their 
registration. Sponsors will select the number of 
student registrations and add it to their package. 
Students will request a sponsored registration. 
Vouchers will be provided as needed and on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Students may be 

undergraduate or graduate currently enrolled at any 
college or university. Sponsors take advantage of a 
discounted 3-day student rate, $175 ($200 regular).

Thursday Night Social Event: Your organization will 
be able to collaborate with our hosts to maximize 
your exposure during the event. Event specifics are 
TBD.

Water Bottle: Let’s get sustainable! Your logo on 
your choice of reusable water bottles. Sponsor will be 
responsible for all costs of production and shipping.

One of the sought-after conference activities are mobile workshops. While these activities bring our 
attendees joy, it can also be frustrating. Why? It can be hard to hear a speaker when you’re out in the field. 
Help the APA-IL bring better listening to our attendees through a tour guide system. 

Sponsor money will be used to rent or purchase a system for APA-IL. Your logo will be placed on the 
transmitters (method TBD) so attendees will know you helped bring a quality experience to them.

Add-on cost: TBD. Please talk to Shelly Greenwood at sgreenwood@cgiresults.com for more information.

THESE PHOTOS ARE EXAMPLES. ACTUAL SET AND VENDOR MAY DIFFER.

NEW! Tour Guide System for Mobile Workshops: 

https://www.ilapa.org/sponsor-directory
https://www.ilapa.org/sponsor-directory
mailto:sgreenwood%40cgiresults.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20more%20information%20on%202026%20APA-IL%20sponsorship
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Sponsorship opportunities are allocated on a priority basis to recognize and reward early commitment and 
returning partners. Priority is determined in the following order:

1. Returning Sponsors (Onsite Commitment at Previous Year’s Conference): Sponsors who commit 
to renewing for the next year during the current year’s conference, receive top priority, with selections 
for benefits and add-ons assigned in the order commitments are received.

2. Returning Sponsors (Post-Prospectus): Once the new year’s prospectus is released, APA-IL will 
contact the previous year’s sponsors who did not commit onsite to confirm participation and benefit 
selections. Priority is assigned based on the timing of confirmation.. 

3. General Release: Remaining sponsorship opportunities are then made available to prospective 
sponsors and the full mailing list.

This process ensures that long-standing partners and early commitments are recognized, while still providing 
opportunities for new sponsors to participate.

Example:
At the 2026 conference, there are four sponsors: Company A, Company B, Company C, and Company D.

Company A, Company B, and Company C express interest in sponsoring again in 2027. 

Company A and Company B commit onsite.

•	 Company A commits first and selects a Tier I sponsorship with a mobile app add-on.

•	 Company B commits shortly after and selects Tier I sponsorship with a networking event.

Company C and Company D does not commit onsite.

Because Company A and Company B committed onsite, they receive first priority and secure their selections 
in the order they signed up.

After the 2027 prospectus is released, 

1.	 APA-IL reconnects with Company A and Company B to confirm their selections and provide the opportunity 
to review any new or updated benefits. These sponsors may elect to retain their original selections or 
enhance their sponsorship with newly available opportunities, subject to availability.

2.	 APA-IL then contacts Company C to confirm their interest. Company C selects from the available 
sponsorship opportunities, with priority based on the timing of their response.

3.	 Since Company D did not express interest nor commit onsite in 2026, they will receive notification after 
returning sponsors have been accommodated.

4.	 Once returning sponsors have been accommodated, any remaining sponsorship opportunities are opened 
to new sponsors and the broader mailing list. 

If new opportunities arise between the time the prospectus is relased and the start of the conference, APA-IL 
will reach out to sponsors by priority.

This approach ensures early commitments are rewarded while allowing flexibility for returning sponsors to 
take advantage of new opportunities. Any questions should be directed to APA-IL Executive Director, Paula 
Freeze at admin@ilapa.org or Shelly Greenwood at sgreenwood@cgiresults.com.

2026 Sponsorship Priority & 
Selection Process

mailto:admin%40ilapa.org?subject=
mailto:sgreenwood%40cgiresults.com?subject=

