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Dear Colleagues and Friends,

It is my great pleasure as president of the BSC to welcome you to the 35th 

Annual Congress of the Belgian Society of Cardiology.

Our annual meeting once again will offer the Belgian cardiology community 

the opportunity to gather together in central Brussels for two days of intensive 

education and networking. Experts in various fields will contribute to a rich and 

varied program. 

This year, the BSC scientific board has decided to innovate with the congress 

format and introduce new initiatives to meet the expectations of its members. 

The following overview presents the main points of the 35th edition:

-  The work of the BSC working groups will be highlighted with sessions 

dedicated to each speciality.

-  Oral presentation of abstracts will be included in the working group sessions, 

giving the opportunity to researchers to present their scientific work to a 

larger audience.

-  The ESC-BSC joint session will elucidate the new guidelines on Acute Coronary 

Syndromes NSTE and Ventricular Arrhythmias & Sudden Cardiac Death.

-  Socio-economical sessions are included; these will discuss the future direction 

of cardiology not only from a scientific point of view but also in the relation 

with health authorities.

-  The Young Investigator Award, Bernheim and Dumont Prizes laureate lectures 

will allow researchers to present their work. Moreover, the Awards Ceremony 

will be held during the ESC-BSC joint session, offering more visibility to the 

recipients of these awards.

-  “Industry-supported satellite symposia” will give the floor to high-level 

international speakers presenting topics such as lipid lowering therapy, heart 

failure, management of cardiovascular risk.

-  A final session, highlighting the key messages for delegates to take away, 

will conclude the 35th congress.

We have designed this congress to provide a comprehensive overview of  

the entire field of cardiology. We hope it will be a source of new scientific and 

educational energy for all participants to continue investing in the care of 

patients with cardiovascular problems, still the number one killer in the  

Western world.

With enthusiastic and kind regards,

Prof. Agnès Pasquet, MD, PhD

President of the Belgian Society of Cardiology      

Word from thE PrESidEnt
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thurSday 28 January 2016

ProgrammE at a gLanCE

08:00 - 09:00

09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:45

11:45 - 13:15

13:15 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:30

 

09:00 - 10:30

 

11:45 - 13:15

 

14:00 - 15:30

 

16:00 - 17:30

Registration & Welcome coffee

Coffee Break

Lunch

Coffee Break/Best Poster Competition

 Session 2: PCSK9 inhibition: an important 
new therapeutic option for high risk 
patients with hypercholesterolemia
Satellite Symposium by Amgen

 Session 5: Long-term management of CV risk 
with oaP patients after an acute Coronary 
Syndrome - Where do we go from here?
Satellite Symposium by AstraZeneca

 Session 7: acute cardiac care in  
the pre-hospital setting
Session by Belgian Interdisciplinary Working 
Group on Acute Cardiology

 Session 9: new perspectives in hf 
management
Satellite Symposium by St. Jude Medical

Session 3: Putting a finger on the pulse 
of tomorrow’s cardiology practice 
Keynote Session

Session 1: a practical approach  
to heart failure 
Session by Belgian Working Group  
on Heart Failure

Session 6: atrial fibrillation and  
stroke risk management 
Session by Belgian Heart Rhythm Association 

Session 4: Exercise, nutrition and cardiac 
rehabilitation: a never-ending story 
Session by Belgian Working Group on 
Cardiovascular Prevention and Rehabilitation

Session 8: Caring for the adult with 
congenital heart disease 
Session by Belgian Working Group on Adult 
Congenital Heart Disease 

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL



98

friday 29 January 2016

ProgrammE at a gLanCE

08:00 - 09:00

09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:45

11:45 - 13:15

13:15 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 18:00

09:00 - 10:30

11:00 - 11:45

11:45 - 13:15

14:00 - 15:30

Registration & Welcome coffee

Coffee Break / BSC & Acta Cardiologica General Assembly

Lunch

Coffee Break

 Session 11: the future of cardiology
Working Group Session by Young Cardiologists Club

 Session 15: heart failure keeps resulting in 
bad prognosis and high treatment costs: is 
there hope on the horizon?
Satellite Symposium by Servier

 Session 13: Laureate lectures Léon dumont 
and Jacqueline Bernheim prizes

 Session 17: the dawn of a new era in LdL-C 
lowering therapy
Satellite Symposium by Sanofi

Session 12: yia abstracts Presentations

Session 1o: daPt: how soon? how long? 
Combined with anticoagulation? 
Session by Belgian Working Group on 
Interventional Cardiology

Session 14: ESC-BSC new guidelines 
awards Ceremony

Session 16: imaging left ventricular  
hypertrophy 
Session by Belgian Working Group on  
Non-Invasive Cardiology Imaging

Session 18: take-home messages from the 
BSC Working groups 

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL



10 11

08:00 - 09:00

09:00 - 10:30

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:45

09:00 - 10:30

Registration & Welcome Coffee

Coffee Break

Parallel session 2: PCSK9 inhibition: an important 
new therapeutic option for high risk patients with 
hypercholesterolemia
Satellite Symposium by Amgen

Moderators:
Catherine De Maeyer - Kalmthout, BE
Benedicte Heyndrickx - Brussels, BE

�LDL-C�hypothesis�or�LDL-C�principle:��
the�lower�the�better
Ernst Rietzschel - Ghent, BE

�Familial�hypercholesterolemia:�need�for�better�screening,�
diagnosis�and�management
Olivier Descamps - Jolimont, BE

�PCSK9�inhibition:�the�road�to�effective�management�of��
high-risk�patients
Erick Stroes - Amsterdam, NL

Plenary session 3: Putting a finger on the pulse of 
tomorrow’s cardiology practice 
Keynote session

Putting�a�finger�on�the�pulse�of�tomorrow’s�cardiology�practice

Moderators: 
Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE 
Marc Claeys - Antwerp, BE

eHealth and the cardiologist
Frank Robben - Brussels, BE

The BSC vision for the future of cardiology
Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE

Parallel session 1: a practical approach to heart failure 
Session by Belgian Working Group on Heart failure

Moderators:
 Pierre Troisfontaines - Liège, BE 
Walter Droogné - Leuven, BE

�How�to�organize�multi-disciplinary�heart�failure�care? 
David Raes - Antwerp, BE

Heart�failure;�novel�therapies�on�the�horizon! 
Matthias Dupont - Genk, BE

 How�to�decongest? 
Wilfried Mullens - Genk, BE

Best Abstract presentation:
Evolution�of�functional�mitral�regurgitation�in�heart�failure�patients�
with�reduced�ejection�fraction�and�its�prognostic�implications
Lauranne Van Assche - Antwerp, BE

thurSday 28 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL
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11:45 - 13:15

13:15 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

11:45 - 13:15

14:00 - 15:30Parallel session 6: atrial fibrillation and stroke risk management
Working Group Session by Belgian Heart Rhythm Association

Moderators:
Ivan Blankoff - Charleroi, BE
Yves Vandekerckhove - Bruges, BE

Acute�stroke�prevention�and�long-term�neuroprotection�in��
the�ablated�patient
Mattias Duytschaever - Bruges, BE

Best Abstract Presentation:
Atrial�fibrillation�and�long�term�risk�for�progression�of�mitral/tricuspid�
valve�regurgitation
Carl Van Paesschen - Antwerp, BE

Atrial�fibrillation:�risk�factor�or�risk�marker
John Camm - London, UK

Parallel session 4: Exercise, nutrition and cardiac rehabilitation:  
a never-ending story
Session by Belgian Working Group on Cardiovascular and Rehabilitation

Moderators:
 Catherine De Maeyer - Kalmthout, BE 
Hubert Dereppe - Tournai, BE

�The�EACPR�EXPERT�flowchart:��
an�interactive�digital�tool�that�assists�rehabilitation�specialists�in�the�
prescription�of�training�modalities 
Dominique Hanssen - Hasselt, BE

Cardiovascular�disease�and�nutrition:�current�situation 
Christophe Matthys - Leuven, BE

Syncope�during�sport�activities 
Hein Heidbüchel - Hasselt, BE

Best Abstract Presentation:  
Secondary�prevention�in�CHD�patients�in�Belgium:�long-term�Time�
trends�based�on�the�EUROASPIRE�surveys�
Delphine De Smedt - Ghent, BE

Parallel session 5: Long-term management of CV risk with oaP  
patients after an acute Coronary Syndrome - Where do we go from here?
Satellite Symposium by AstraZeneca

Moderators:
 Walter Desmet - Leuven, BE  
Suzanne Pourbaix - Verlaine, BE

 The�one-year�treatment�duration:��
where�are�we�now?
Christophe Beauloye - Brussels, BE

 Is�there�an�interest�to�treat�the�ACS�patient�after�1�year?
Marco Valgimigli - Bern, CH

Parallel session 7: acute cardiac care in the pre-hospital setting 
Working Group Session by Belgian Interdisciplinary Working Group on 
Acute Cardiology

Moderators:
Christophe Beauloye - Brussels, BE and Patrick Coussement - Bruges, BE

�Pre-hospital�medical�management�of�STEMI:�change�of�mind? 
Peter Sinnaeve - Leuven, BE

 Urgent�angiography�and�revascularisation�for�every�cardiac�arrest? 
Christian Spaulding - Paris, FR

 Mechanical�support�and�ECMO�during�CPR:�myth�or�reality? 
Olivier Van Caenegem - Brussels, BE 

Best Abstract Presentation:
Gene�expression�patterns�indentifying�the�inflammatory�response�in�
patients�with�acute�coronary�syndrome:�a�prospective�cohort�study
Maarten Vanhaverbeke - Leuven, BE

thurSday 28 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL

Lunch
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Parallel session 8: Caring for the adult with  
congenital heart disease 
Session by Belgian Working Group on Adult Congenital Heart Disease

Moderators: 
Julie De Backer - Ghent, BE  
Antoine Bondue - Brussels, BE

Transitioning�from�pediatric�cardiology�-�mind�the�gap! 
Eva Goossens - Leuven, BE

�Non-Cardiac�surgery�in�ACHD�patients�-�do’s�and�don’ts 
Stefaan Bouchez - Ghent, BE

 Managing�end-stage�Heart�Failure�in�ACHD�patients�-�what�are�the�options? 
Asif Hasan - Newcastle upon Tyne, UK 

Best Abstract Presentation:  
Right�Ventricular�Structural�and�Functional�Remodelling�after��
Transcatheter�Pulmonary�Valve�Implantation:�Time�matters  
Efstathios Pagourelias - Leuven, BE

Parallel session 9: new perspectives in hf management 
Satellite Symposium by St. Jude Medical

Moderators: 
Wilfried Mullens - Genk, BE  
Pierre Troisfontaines - Liège, BE

HF�care,�present�and�future 
Wilfried Mullens - Genk, BE

State-of-the-Art�in�CRT:�MultiPoint�pacing 
Christophe Leclercq - Rennes, FR

�A�new�era�in�HF�management:�Remote�hemodynamic�monitoring 
Birgit Assmus - Frankfurt, DE

Prosthetic�heart�valves�and�Heart�Failure 
Bernard Cosyns – Brussels, BE

Coffee Break - Best Poster Competition
Between Copper and Silver Halls
Jury: Marc Claeys - Antwerpen, Julie De Backer - Ghent  
and Agnès Pasquet - Brussels

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 17:30 16:00 - 17:30

thurSday 28 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL
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11:00 - 11:45Parallel session 12: yia abstracts Presentations

 Moderators and jury 
Peter Geelen - Aalst, BE 
Guy Van Camp - Aalst, BE 
Patrizio Lancellotti - Liège, BE

Three best abstracts presentations: 
Platelet�Endothelial�Aggregation�Receptor�1:�a�novel�modifier�of��
neo-angiogenesis 
Vandenbriele Christophe - Leuven, BE

Targeting�of�Vascular�Cell�Adhesion�Molecule-1�by�18F-labeled�
nanobodies�for�PET/CT�imaging�of�inflamed�atherosclerotic�plaques�
Gezim Bala - Brussels, BE

Osteoglycin�prevents�cardiac�dilatation�and�dysfunction�after�
myocardial�infarction�through�infarct�collagen�strengthening 
Lucas Van Aelst - Leuven, BE

Parallel session 13: Laureate lectures Léon dumont and 
Jacqueline Bernheim prizes 

 Moderators: 
Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE  
Marc Claeys – Antwerp, BE

Jacqueline Bernheim Prize laureate
Lucas Van Aelst – Leuven, BE
Matricellular�proteins�and�microRNAs:�modulators�and�markers�of�
cardiac�inflammation�and�fibrosis

Doctor Léon Dumont Prize laureate
Bernhard Gerber – Brussels, BE
Pathophysiology�of�Development�and�Impact�of�Myocardial�Fibrosis�
detected�by�Cardiac�MRI�in�Valvular�and�Myocardial�disease

Coffee Break / BSC & Acta Cardiologica General Assembly

friday 29 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL

10:30 - 11:00

11:00 - 11:45

08:00 - 09:00

09:00 - 10:30 09:00 - 10:30

 Registration & Welcome Coffee

Parallel session 10: daPt: how soon? how long? Combined 
with anticoagulation? 
Session by Belgian Working Group on Interventional Cardiology

Moderators: 
Claude Hanet - Namur, BE
Luc Janssens - Yvoir, BE

How�soon? 
Marco Valgimigli - Bern , CH

 How�long? 
Walter Desmet - Leuven, BE

Combined�with�anticoagulation 
Adel Aminian - Charleroi, BE
 
Best Abstract Presentation: 
Validation�of�the�hybrid�techniques�for�the�percutaneous�treatment�
of�coronary�Chronic�Total�Occlusions:�the�RECHARGE�registry�
Joren Maeremans - Universiteit Hasselt, BE

Parallel session 11: the future of Cardiology 
Working Group Session by Young Cardiologist Club

 Moderators: 
Steven Droogmans - Brussels, BE  
Stéphanie Seldrum - Namur, BE

 3D�printing:�Toy�or�Tool? 
Werner Budts - Leuven, BE

Genetics�in�cadiology:�what�can�we�expect? 
Pieter Koopman - Hasselt, BE

Best Abstract Presentation: 
Long-term�outcome�of�atrial�fibrillation�ablation�in�1000�patients�
Yves De Greef - Antwerp, BE
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11:45 - 13:15

13:15 - 14:00

14:00 - 15:30

11:45 - 13:15

14:00 - 15:30

Parallel session 14: ESC-BSC new guidelines 
+ awards Ceremony 
ESC-BSC joint session + Presentation of the  
Léon Dumont, Jaqueline Bernheim, Best Poster and Young 
Investigator prizes

Moderators:
Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE
Marc Claeys - Antwerp, BE

Acute�Coronary�Syndromes�NSTE 
Marco Roffi - Geneva, CH

Ventricular�Arrhythmias�&��
Sudden�Cardiac�Death 
Silvia Priori - Pavia, IT

Parallel session 15: heart failure keeps resulting in bad prognosis 
and high treatment costs: is there hope on the horizon? 
Satellite Symposium by Servier

Moderators: 
Wilfried Mullens - Genk, BE
Anne-Catherine Pouleur - Brussels, BE

How�can�we�avoid�hospitalization�and�rehospitalization�of��
heart�failure�patients? 
Pierre Troisfontaines - Liège, BE

Cardiac�function�and�hospitalization�in�heart�failure 
Christoph Maack - Homburg/Saar, DE

Heart�rate�reduction�to�improve�cardiac�rehabilitation�in��
heart�failure�patients 
Philippe Meurin - Villeneuve-Saint-Denis, FR

friday 29 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL SiLVEr haLL

Parallel session 16: imaging left ventricular hypertrophy 
Session by Belgian Working Group of  
Non-Invasive Cardiac Imaging

Moderators: 
Bernard Cosyns - Brussels, BE and Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE

Imaging�left�ventricular�hypertrophy�in�hypertension 
Frank Timmermans - Ghent, BE

Role�of�imaging�in�athletes�with�LV�hypertrophy 
Nico Van de Veire - Ghent, BE

Multimodality�imaging�of�hypertrophic�cardiomyopathy  
Antonello D’andrea - Italy

Multimodality�imaging�in�cardiac�amyloidosis 
Bernhard Gerber - Brussels, BE

Best Abstract Presentation: Patient-specific�numerical�modelling�of�
the�mitral�valve�apparatus�using�3-dimensional�echocardiography
Philippe B. Bertrand - Genk, BE

Parallel session 17: the dawn of a new era in  
LdL-C lowering therapy 
Satellite Symposium by Sanofi

Moderators: 
Marc Claeys - Antwerp, BE
Olivier Descamps - La Louvière, BE

Prevalence�and�management�of�potential�FH�in�coronary�patients:�
results�from�the�EuroAspire�IV�survey
Guy De Backer - Ghent, BE

�New�options�for�patients�with�FH 
Michel Farnier - Dijon, FR

No�mercy�for�LDL-C:�time�for�zero�tolerance 
Peter Sinnaeve - Leuven, BE

Lunch
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Closing session 18: take-home messages from  
the BSC Working groups 
Closing session

Moderators: 
Agnès Pasquet - Brussels, BE
Marc Claeys - Antwerp, BE
Guy Van Camp - Aalst, BE

What�you�should�remember�from�this�congress�for�your�daily�practice

BWG�on�Interventional�Cardiology�(BWGIC)
Walter Desmet - Leuven, BE

Belgian�Heart�Rhythm�Association�(BeHRA)
Yves Vandekerckhove - Bruges, BE

BWG�on�Non-invasive�Cardiac�Imaging�(BWGNICI)
Bernard Cosyns – Brussels, BE

BWG�on�Heart�Failure�and�Cardiac�Function�(BWGHFCF
Walter Droogné - Leuven, BE

BWG�on�Cardiovascular�Prevention�and�Rehabilitation�(BWGCPR)
Catherine De Maeyer - Kalmthout, BE

Belgian�Interdisciplinary�Working�Group�on�Acute�Cardiology�(BIWAC)
Christophe Beauloye, Brussels, BE

BWG�on�Adult�Congenital�Heart�Disease�(BWGACHD)
Julie De Backer – Ghent, BE

Young�Cardiologists�Club�(YCC)
Steven Droogmans – Brussels, BE

15:30 - 16:00

16:00 - 18:00

Coffee Break 

friday 29 January 2016

ProgrammE

CoPPEr haLL
A full list of posters displayed is available at the welcome desk. The following 
posters have been selected for the best poster competition.
The best poster presentations will take place during the afternoon coffee break 
on Thursday 28 January in a dedicated area between Copper Hall and Silver Hall.

for arrythmiaS

First�Belgian�experience�with�endoscopic�laser�balloon�ablation�system�for�
pulmonoary�vein�isolation
Pieter Koopman - Hasselt, BE

Evolution�over�time�of�antithrombotic�therapies�in�Belgium�in�patients�with�
newly�diagnosed�atrial�fibrillation:�data�from�the�GARFIELD-AF�registry
Frank Cools - Antwerp, BE

for inVaSiVE

Percutaneous�mitral�valve�repair�in�patients�at�high�surgical�risk:�1-year�
results�from�the�prospective�Belgian�MitraClip�Registry�(MITRABEL)
Philippe B. Bertrand - Genk, BE

The�IOCVA�method:�a�solution�for�placement�of�transvenous�leads�across�
total�chronic�occlusions
Jimmy Jacobs - Hoboken, BE

for non-inVaSiVE

Rest�and�exercise�hemodynamics�in�relation�to�symptomatic�status�after�
MitraClip�therapy�for�functional�mitral�regurgitation
Caroline Van De Heyning - Antwerpen, BE

How�long�does�the�gender�gap�in�coronary�artery�disease�in�women�persist?�
Results�from�the�Monica-Bellux�registry
Bernhard Gerber - Brussels, BE

for hEart faiLurE

Prognostic�significance�of�improvement�in�right�ventricular�systolic�function�
during�cardiac�resynchronization�therapy
Frederik Helsen - Leuven, BE

Prognosis�of�heart�failure:�the�added�value�of�1,�25-dihydroxyvitamin�D�to�
PTH(1-84)�ratios
Damien Gruson - Brussels, BE

Response�and�Tolerance�to�Oral�Vasodilator�Uptitration�after�Intravenous�
Vasodilator�Therapy�in�Advanced�Decompensated�Heart�Failure
Frederik Verbrugge - Heusden Zolder, BE

aLL PoStErS inVitEd for PoStEr diSPLay Can 
BE found in thE ExhiBition foyEr magrittE
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Participants are cordially invited to visit the following stands (numbers below) in 
the Exhibition Foyers (Silver-Magritte-Delvaux)

VEnuE
SQUARE-BRUSSELS MEETING CENTRE
Glass Entrance, Parc du Mont des Arts
B-1000 Brussels
Tel. : +32 2 515 13 00

aCCESS
By�tube SQUARE is accessible using the tube lines 1 & 5, stop Central Station

By�rail  Bruxelles-Central / Brussel-Central, exit signs to ‘Mont des Arts – 
SQUARE’

By�bus  Square is accessible using the bus lines 29 – 38 – 63 – 65 - 66 – 71 - 
86, stop Central Station 

By�tram Square is accessible using the tram lines 92 – 93, stop Place Royale

By�air  Brussels International Airport (Zaventem). You can reach the venue 
by rail (get off at the Brussels Central station) or by taxi

By�road  There is a large parking right underneath Square named Parking 
Albertine / Albertina. To access the BSC congress, please park at 
level -3 and take the SQUARE lifts up to level 0 (halls & exhibition 
level). You can get in via Place de la Justice – Gerechtsplein, 16 at 
1000 Brussels, and then walk straight into the building. 

ExhiBitorS

Actelion  20
Amgen  9
Arseus  14
AstraZeneca  11
Bayer  10
Belgian Society of Cardiology  30
Biotronik  18
BMS/Pfizer  4
Boehringer Ingelheim  6
Cardionics  15
Daiichi Sankyo Belgium S.A/N.V  3
Edwards Lifesciences BVBA  22
Eurogenerics  17
Esaote Benelux  16
Fonds voor Hartchirurgie  28

GE Healthcare  21
Gomedis  29
Journal de la Cardiologie/ 
Tijdschrift voor Cardiologie  27
Meda Pharma  24
Medtronic  2
MSD  8
Novartis Pharma S.A  25
Philips  1
Roche  13
Sanofi  7
Servier Benelux S.A./N.V  12
St Jude Medical Belgium  5
Therabel Pharma S.A  26
Vifor Pharma België  19 & 23
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R. RAVENSTEINSTR.

WELComE & rEgiStration
Badges can be collected at the registration desk (level 0) from 8:00  
each morning. You have to wear your badge at all times whilst on  
the SQUARE’s premises.

aCCrEditation
Delegates are invited to register for accreditation at the designated 
accreditation desk which will be located into the Delvaux Foyer.  
Opening hours: 13:15 to 16:00 on both congress days.

Kindly printed by Sanofi

PraCtiCaL information

A

M

P

Glass entrance (Mont des Arts)

Terrace entrance (Mont des Arts)

Delvaux entrance Loading & Unloading
(Foyers) (Mont des Arts)

Public parking “Albertine”(direct access to square)
(3 rue des Sols or Place de la Justice)

Entrance Central Station

Entrance Metro Central Station

Taxi

City Bikes disposal

Bozar (direct acces from square)

1

2

3

WiFi: square—guest
Login: bsc
Password: bsc16!



www.bsc-congress.be

maJor SPonSorS

organiSing SECrEtariat
Downtown Europe

Professional Congress organisers

Tel +32 (0)2 732 35 20

Email bsc@downtowneurope.be


