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Part One of this presentation was delivered at the New England Association of 
Asian Studies Conference at Dartmouth College in November 2019.  

The Confucian scholar-general ​「儒將」​Hu Tsung-nan ​胡宗南 ​(1896-1962; Hu 
Zongnan in pinyin) is best known in modern Chinese history for his leadership as 
Commander-in-Chief of the First War Zone in China’s War of Resistance against Japan 
(1937-1945), at one point commanding close to half a million troops, and for leading the 
storming of Communist Headquarters in Yenan in March, 1947, forcing Mao Tse-Tung 
and his men to evacuate. Known by supporters as Chiang Kai-Shek’s “invincible 
general” and by detractors as xibeiwang, or “King of Northwest [China]” at the height of 
his military fame, four-star Chinese Nationalist general Hu continues to be a household 
name that generates sustained interest on both sides of the Taiwan Strait and in the 
Chinese diaspora.  

When General Hu suddenly died in 1962, his wife, Dr Yeh Hsia-Ti ​葉霞翟​, was 
devastated. For solace and encouragement, she returned to the memories of their 
romance from the past three decades. Her grief, and the process of overcoming it 
through telling their story, birthed ​Tian Di You You ​天地悠悠 ​(1965), Yeh’s 
autobiographical love story. Yeh’s lyrical narrative unfolds during the 1930s to 1960s, a 
time of great social and political turmoil in modern China.  

A reading of excerpts from the first English translation of Hu and Yeh’s love story, this 
presentation provides insight to the private life of a historically important military leader 
recognized by all sides as an outstanding soldier who valiantly fought for the dream of 
a China strong and free.  
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