Writing & Producing
Your Own Plays

Joe Beck

Thanks for having me Carolyn and
Jodi!



Writing a Play



Write the Play You Want to See

e Attend plays
* Read plays
 Talk about plays with other playwrights (network)

* Listen to people (you’ll hear and remember everything you need to
know to write great dialogue)

* Write the first draft on cocktail napkins and scraps of paper if you
have to. Collect great lines and phrases.

* Listen for euphemisms, vernacular, idioms that don’t match
stereotypes.



Your Voice Counts

Write a play that is personally meaningful to you. It helps if it’s
something you must say and can say in no other way as effectively.



Listen and Feel Openly

The first time your play is read out loud you’ll hear where changes need
to be made. Your characters will teach you things you didn’t know you
need to learn. And by god, don’t worry about perfection. No theater
going audience is thinking about spelling errors or grammar when they
cry or laugh for a character they fall in love with.



Character Destiny

Character Destiny is plot summary.



Write Honestly

It takes courage, but write your plays as honestly as you can, according
to your truth. Have affection for your characters, even the scoundrels;
we’re all damaged.



Be There In The Dark

Be with your audience. Treat your play as a living , breathing, precious
child. Get it up and walking as soon as possible. Like a teenager, let it
talk back to you.



PROGRAMS FOR PLAYWRIGHTS

Laptop

*Microsoft Word — most options, biggest compatibility, still king

*Scrivener ($40) — the bomb

*Ulysses Il ($45) for Mac only, simpler than Scrivener, between a minimalist
writing tool and Scrivener

*Fade In ($50), cross-platform (Windows, Mac, and Linux) with features that rival
Final Draft at a lower cost

Final Draft ($250), “#1-selling screenwriting program in the world!,” heard they
stopped making changes years ago, overpriced

*Masterwriter ($200), biggest collection of writing tools ever assembled in one
program

*Movie Magic Screenwriter ($200), Dramatica Story Expert ($190), dramaticaPRO
($136), “analyze an existing story”, “finds the problems in your story” (really?)
*WriteWay Pro ($35)

*\oice-Recognition software — not useful



Getting the Word Out



Use Protection-Register Your Script
https://www.copyright.gov/registration/
https://www.dramatistsguild.com/

https://www.wgaeast.org/script registration/?&
cookie check=1

Join the Dramatists Guild
Publicist

Media Coverage
Interviews

Apply to Festivals



https://www.copyright.gov/registration/
https://www.dramatistsguild.com/
https://www.wgaeast.org/script_registration/?&cookie_check=1

Publicist

e http://theater.nytimes.com/show/139411/FringeNYC-A-
Homecoming/overview

* http://planetconnections.org/staff/bunch-of-people-press-publicity/

* http://offbroadwayalliance.com/off-broadway-producers-resource-
directory/press-agents/

* Festivals and theaters often have their own press and publicity
machines at work.

* www.art-newyork.org/assets/member-documents/2011-2012-
theatre-publicity-handbook.pdf


http://theater.nytimes.com/show/139411/FringeNYC-A-Homecoming/overview
http://planetconnections.org/staff/bunch-of-people-press-publicity/
http://offbroadwayalliance.com/off-broadway-producers-resource-directory/press-agents/

Casting and Rehearsals

e https://www.backstage.com/

* Seeking talent?

e Casting that special project?

e List it there.

e https://ripleygrier.com/

* http://simplestudiosnyc.com/

e https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAlalQobChMI su3o0YT-
4QIVDksNChOUcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD BwE

e http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAlalQobChMIzNvIvIT-
4QIVmM4gzChOWKkwNSEAAYAIAAEgLAHVD BwE



https://www.backstage.com/
https://ripleygrier.com/
http://simplestudiosnyc.com/
https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE
http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE

Dictators for Hire

- Make art out of the Arab Spring

- Fallen dictators around the world are looking
for work. Why not in New York City
boardrooms?

" Manhattan Reprtoy Theatre
Presents

Dictators for Hire

https://newplayexchange.org/plays/290685/dictators-hire Directg&' g;epﬁﬁﬁ)kwauer_

The Great Dictator, Charlie Chaplin,
United Artists, 1940

https://newplayexchange.org/users/21532/joe-beck



https://newplayexchange.org/plays/290685/dictators-hire
https://newplayexchange.org/users/21532/joe-beck

Build A Website and Brand

e www.joebeckwrites.com



http://www.joebeckwrites.com/

a new play by Joe Beck
Ruthor of Saddam: The Musical

Fuel

- This is my only defense against rising fuel
prices.

- Write a silly play that mocks America’s
dependence on foreign oil

- www.joebeckwrites.com/fuel



http://www.joebeckwrites.com/fuel

A Homecoming

- a shattered Irish family’s final goodbye
to the matriarch.

- Their grown children come back home
for a final goodbye for mom.

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-

FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7HOpr 4zJS

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10 A Homecoming opens in the NY Fringe Festiv
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https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html
http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html

Saddam: The Musical

- Saddam can rule the whole world but
his five-foot-tall wife kicks his butt in
the palace where she’s in charge

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-
20051013

https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-
musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad 107603

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-
Coincides-Trial

The Midtown Intermational Theater Fe Sty

val in association with Adam Weinstock/Creative Concept Prody

1 Book by Joe Beck

Mus:c and Lyrics by Robert Kiernan
Directed byTroy Miller



https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial

Valuable Links

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

e https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013

* https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-
way-to-baghdad 107603

e https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial

* https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

* http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7HOpr 4zJS

e http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10 A Homecoming opens in the NY Fringe Festival.html

e  http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23 A Homecoming.html



https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

More Valuable Links

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013

https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-
baghdad 107603

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7HOpr 4zJS

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10 A Homecoming opens in the NY Fringe Festival.html

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23 A Homecoming.html



https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

Saddam makes Newsday
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Still More Links

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151

* https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-
1.13782847

* https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389

* https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-
directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html

* https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/850607

* http://www.midtownfestival.org/Archives/playsbody2011.htm



https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151
https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389
https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/850607
http://www.midtownfestival.org/Archives/playsbody2011.htm

James Joyce...\Walits

James Joyce waits for the censorship board to decide
the fate of his best work.

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

James Joyce ... Waits

http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7HOpr 4zJS Spend some time with the author of
Ulysses, considered the preeminent work
of fiction in the history of Westem literature

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10 A Homecoming opens in the NY Fringe Festival.html at Meehan's of Huntington _
with Drew Keil

written by Joe Beck

371 New York Avenue
. . Huntington, NY 11743
http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A Homecoming.html Sunday, August 5th

7:00 PM

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23 A Homecoming.html

https://patch.com/new-york/easthampton/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-short-nights-odyssey-no-yes-joe-beck

https://www.har.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk/event E0-001-090169923-8



https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html
http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html
https://patch.com/new-york/easthampton/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-short-nights-odyssey-no-yes-joe-beck
https://www.har.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk/event_E0-001-090169923-8

Hallow weaning

‘BY STEVE PARKS.
swveparksianewsdaycom

's not Halloween humbug.
to be relieved when the
mckobtrca( invasion

even TV offers refuge. How
‘many “Rocky Horrors” or
Charlie Brown pumj

five
artsy antidotes to ATl Hal-
low’s overload.

“James Joyee: For All Those
Who Hide Away ... A Short

Acts of Love

trick-or-treat antidotes

£d Denneh stars as “Ulysses” author James Joyce ina
one-man show at Conklin Barn in Huntington.

Bjango bl;esmal Allstars

wing and Gypsy-
style 2 o b postwar Parls,
Allmn c:lebnt: Lhm

ni:d b Taits Siegel of s
‘ransfer and harpist
Edmar Castaneda. We doubt
“’m Mash” is on the
t.

pelomight at 730 and 930,
Center’s Hillwood

Rmt«l Holl, LIV Brook-
‘ville; $43-§53, 516-299-3100,
titlescenter.org.

—"Alchemia”
Althnugh Moses Pendle-
ton's acrobatic dance troupe
works.

s
Tl M about it Justa

spectacle of originality,
e
it without sugar.
‘omarrow night at 8,

ler Genter, Stony Brook
versity; Mz, 6323787,

St Life:

st about Halloween. inni th
Tonight and toritarrow. Wmmys

Few of us use. camaa:

mght af 7, Sunday ot 3 pm.

At Wrong,
Enough, Ed, We said this

through Nov. 16, Conklin brings 5 Ml Fasies MEREII FEaniitnie. HORET AL But
Barn, 2 High St., Huntington;  thanHalloween. Matthew ‘back in the 70s, photogra-
I8, BOG- C Ehwood, the rol y expo-
Jimmy
on Broadway and on film. mmakemvfwlmws
“Harvey” 9 Tonight ai 7, tomarrow dismissed as a hobby. This
An imagis iend i a  night at 8, Sunday at ‘weekend's your last chance
ghost. OK? Andbesides, 2:30 pm, through Nov. 9, by such ground-
Elwood's' “fn‘:nd" isa ue Conmmnity Hall, ‘breakers as Chuck Close,
-inch rabbit. So S Ave.; 6316538955, Flack, olm
“Harvey,” the 1944 Pulitzer- ovari .cont Morley and Raiph
stretched '60s Pop Art
into the grittier realm of
Also, don't miss
Orient,” paintings.

its dance and acrobatic magic in 'Aldmm-" at
suier Cem at Stony Brook University.

ghere Halloween s ot on

Today ﬂm)m Sunday,
a. Nassats

38,
ages 4-12 $4; 516-484-9337,
RASSGUMUSEUN.ONT

* A Newsday announcement. Ed
Dennehy dressed as James Joyce
for his final role.



LONG ISLANDER NEW

Acts of Love

THEATER

Residents’ Tragic Story
To Be Told On Stage

Acts of love. The
modern Romeo and
Juliet story of actors
Ed and Suanne
Dennehy

S

= 3 y
play Ammmg. astoly“lal dep|C1s 'Ilemclmmﬂf.w

By Janee Law
1.13782847

jlaw@ longislandergroup.com

The Cinema Arts Centre will offer
next month a look into the tragic love
story of late Huntington residents Ed
and Sue Anne Dennehy.

“Acts of Love” tells their story, how
they grew up in theater together and
were cast in “West Side Story” as the

love interests and later became roman-

tic.
https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy- They married in 1968, then divorced
and later reconnected, but never re-
1.13782847 married. They spent years together,
but sadly died on the same day, March

https://www.studiotheatreli.com/current-season/acts-of-love/

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151

5,2016. Su‘;: Anne died of esophageal

B cancer, and Ed was found dead

https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389 sudden causcs, the same day. " °*
N.(.,w their slgl;y is being told by Joe

https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-
directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html



https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.studiotheatreli.com/current-season/acts-of-love/
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151
https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389
https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html

A Homecoming
http://www.zimbio.com/pictures/R8IlI4F1uxfg/A+H

omecoming+Read+Through/s7HOpr 4zJS/Joe+Bec
k



http://www.zimbio.com/pictures/R8ll4F1uxfg/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS/Joe+Beck

Wrap Up

e https://www.backstage.com/

* Seeking talent?

e Casting that special project?

* THERE ARE HANDOUTS ON THE TABLE IN FRONT
e https://ripleygrier.com/

* http://simplestudiosnyc.com/

e https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAlalQobChMI su3o0YT-
4QIVDksNChOUcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD BwE

e http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAlalQobChMIzNvIvIT-
4QIVmM4gzChOWKkwNSEAAYAIAAEgLAHVD BwE



https://www.backstage.com/
https://ripleygrier.com/
http://simplestudiosnyc.com/
https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE
http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE

