
Writing & Producing 
Your Own Plays

Joe Beck

Thanks for having me Carolyn and 
Jodi!



Writing a Play



Write the Play You Want to See

• Attend plays

• Read plays

• Talk about plays with other playwrights (network)

• Listen to people (you’ll hear and remember everything you need to 
know to write great dialogue)

• Write the first draft on cocktail napkins and scraps of paper if you 
have to. Collect great lines and phrases.

• Listen for euphemisms, vernacular, idioms that don’t match 
stereotypes.



Your Voice Counts
Write a play that is personally meaningful to you. It helps if it’s 

something you must say and can say in no other way as effectively.



Listen and Feel Openly
The first time your play is read out loud you’ll hear where changes need 
to be made. Your characters will teach you things you didn’t know you 
need to learn. And by god, don’t worry about perfection. No theater 

going audience is thinking about spelling errors or grammar when they 
cry or laugh for a character they fall in love with.



Character Destiny 
Character Destiny is plot summary. 



Write Honestly
It takes courage, but write your plays as honestly as you can, according 
to your truth. Have affection for your characters, even the scoundrels; 

we’re all damaged. 



Be There In The Dark
Be with your audience. Treat your play as a living , breathing, precious 
child. Get it up and walking as soon as possible. Like a teenager, let it 

talk back to you. 



PROGRAMS FOR PLAYWRIGHTS

Laptop

•Microsoft Word – most options, biggest compatibility, still king

•Scrivener ($40) – the bomb

•Ulysses III ($45) for Mac only, simpler than Scrivener, between a minimalist 

writing tool and Scrivener

•Fade In ($50), cross-platform (Windows, Mac, and Linux) with features that rival 

Final Draft at a lower cost

•Final Draft ($250), “#1-selling screenwriting program in the world!,” heard they 

stopped making changes years ago, overpriced

•Masterwriter ($200), biggest collection of writing tools ever assembled in one 

program

•Movie Magic Screenwriter ($200), Dramatica Story Expert ($190), dramaticaPRO

($136), “analyze an existing story”, “finds the problems in your story” (really?)

•WriteWay Pro ($35)

•Voice-Recognition software – not useful



Getting the Word Out

• REPUTABLE CASTING WEBSITES

• Backstage

• Actors Access

• Playbill

• Now Casting

• Casting Network

• NY Castings.com

• Casting Frontier



Use Protection-Register Your Script
https://www.copyright.gov/registration/
https://www.dramatistsguild.com/
https://www.wgaeast.org/script_registration/?&
cookie_check=1
Join the Dramatists Guild
Publicist
Media Coverage
Interviews
Apply to Festivals

https://www.copyright.gov/registration/
https://www.dramatistsguild.com/
https://www.wgaeast.org/script_registration/?&cookie_check=1


Publicist

• http://theater.nytimes.com/show/139411/FringeNYC-A-
Homecoming/overview

• http://planetconnections.org/staff/bunch-of-people-press-publicity/

• http://offbroadwayalliance.com/off-broadway-producers-resource-
directory/press-agents/

• Festivals and theaters often have their own press and publicity 
machines at work.

• www.art-newyork.org/assets/member-documents/2011-2012-
theatre-publicity-handbook.pdf

http://theater.nytimes.com/show/139411/FringeNYC-A-Homecoming/overview
http://planetconnections.org/staff/bunch-of-people-press-publicity/
http://offbroadwayalliance.com/off-broadway-producers-resource-directory/press-agents/


Casting and Rehearsals

• https://www.backstage.com/

• Seeking talent?

• Casting that special project? 

• List it there.

• https://ripleygrier.com/

• http://simplestudiosnyc.com/

• https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-
4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE

• http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-
4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE

https://www.backstage.com/
https://ripleygrier.com/
http://simplestudiosnyc.com/
https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE
http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE


Dictators for Hire
- Make art out of the Arab Spring 
- Fallen dictators around the world are looking 

for work. Why not in New York City 
boardrooms?  

https://newplayexchange.org/plays/290685/dictators-hire

https://newplayexchange.org/users/21532/joe-beck

https://newplayexchange.org/plays/290685/dictators-hire
https://newplayexchange.org/users/21532/joe-beck


Build A Website and Brand

• www.joebeckwrites.com

http://www.joebeckwrites.com/


Fuel
- This is my only defense against rising fuel 

prices. 
- Write a silly play that mocks America’s 

dependence on foreign oil
- www.joebeckwrites.com/fuel

http://www.joebeckwrites.com/fuel


A Homecoming
- a shattered Irish family’s final goodbye 

to the matriarch. 
- Their grown children come back home 

for a final goodbye for mom. 

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-

FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festiv

al.html

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html
http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html


Saddam: The Musical 
- Saddam can rule the whole world but 

his five-foot-tall wife kicks his butt in 
the palace where she’s in charge

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-
20051013

https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-
musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-
Coincides-Trial

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial


Valuable Links

• https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

• https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013

• https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-
way-to-baghdad_107603

• https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial

• https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

• http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS

• http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html

• http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

•

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html


More Valuable Links
• https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html

• https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013

• https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-
baghdad_107603

• https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial

• https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

• http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS

• http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html

• http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

•

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-2005-oct-16-ca-artsnotes16.3-story.html
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Saddam-The-Musical-Runs-at-Drama-Book-Shop-Oct-2130-20051013
https://www.theatermania.com/shows/new-york-city-theater/off-off-broadway/saddam-the-musical-or-a-funny-thing-happened-on-the-way-to-baghdad_107603
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20051013005748/en/SADDAM-MUSICAL-Debut-Coincides-Trial
https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html


Saddam makes Newsday



Still More Links

• https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151

• https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-
1.13782847

• https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389

• https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-
directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html

• https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/850607

• http://www.midtownfestival.org/Archives/playsbody2011.htm

•

•

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151
https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389
https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html
https://www.brownpapertickets.com/event/850607
http://www.midtownfestival.org/Archives/playsbody2011.htm


James Joyce…Waits

James Joyce waits for the censorship board to decide 
the fate of his best work.

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807

http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html

http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html

http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html

https://patch.com/new-york/easthampton/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-short-nights-odyssey-no-yes-joe-beck

https://www.har.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk/event_E0-001-090169923-8

https://www.broadwayworld.com/article/Joseph-Becks-A-HOMECOMING-to-Premiere-at-FringeNYC-810-23-20130807
http://www.zimbio.com/photos/Joe+Beck/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/8/10_A_Homecoming_opens_in_the_NY_Fringe_Festival.html
http://www.troymiller.org/News/Entries/2013/5/23_A_Homecoming.html
http://www.troymiller.org/Photos/Pages/A_Homecoming.html
https://patch.com/new-york/easthampton/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-short-nights-odyssey-no-yes-joe-beck
https://www.har.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk/event_E0-001-090169923-8


Acts of Love

• A Newsday announcement. Ed 
Dennehy dressed as James Joyce 
for his final role. 



Acts of Love

Acts of love. The 
modern Romeo and 
Juliet story of actors 
Ed and Suanne 
Dennehy

https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-
1.13782847

https://www.studiotheatreli.com/current-season/acts-of-love/

https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151

https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-
1.13782847

https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389

https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-
directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html

https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.studiotheatreli.com/current-season/acts-of-love/
https://www.newsday.com/long-island/obituaries/ed-and-sue-anne-dennehy-acting-couple-dead-1.11542151
https://www.newsday.com/entertainment/theater/acts-of-love-recalls-ed-and-sue-anne-dennehys-romantic-tragedy-1.13782847
https://www.newsday.com/opinion/letters/letter-ed-dennehy-was-theater-royalty-1.11563389
https://events.longisland.com/jdtlab-staged-reading-of-james-joyce-a-short-nights-odyssey-from-no-to-yes-by-joe-beck-directed-by-elizabeth-falk.html


A Homecoming
http://www.zimbio.com/pictures/R8ll4F1uxfg/A+H
omecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS/Joe+Bec
k

http://www.zimbio.com/pictures/R8ll4F1uxfg/A+Homecoming+Read+Through/s7H0pr_4zJS/Joe+Beck


Wrap Up

• https://www.backstage.com/

• Seeking talent?

• Casting that special project? 

• THERE ARE HANDOUTS ON THE TABLE IN FRONT

• https://ripleygrier.com/

• http://simplestudiosnyc.com/

• https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-
4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE

• http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-
4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE

https://www.backstage.com/
https://ripleygrier.com/
http://simplestudiosnyc.com/
https://www.244rehearsalstudiosny.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI_su3oYT-4QIVDksNCh0UcAqUEAAYASAAEgIGwPD_BwE
http://3929studios.com/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIzNv9vIT-4QIVm4qzCh0WkwNSEAAYAiAAEgLAHvD_BwE

