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Why the ACLS?

• The ACLS, which was formed in 1985

• Is a national, bi-lingual, self-regulated, non-

governmental and

• The sole professional organization in Canada, 

which can provide an effective administrative 

capacity and a legislated regulatory framework, to 

support the Canadian Hydrographic Surveyor 

Certification Program.
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Offshore Canada Lands 

= 60% of Canada

3



IBSC

• International Board on the standard of 

Competence for Hydrographic 

Surveyors and Nautical Cartographers

• Formed by FIG, IHO and ICA

• Reviews learning programs and 

recognizes Category A and B 

qualifications

• Reviews regional schemes
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Cat A and Cat B

• Someone with a Cat A or B qualification 

means that he or she graduated from a 

IBSC recognized learning program.

• In Canada, there are no Cat A programs 

but there are 2 Cat B programs:

– CIDCO in Rimouski, QC

– Marine Institute in St. John’s, NL
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IHO S-5

The hydrographic surveyor certification 

program complies with or exceeds the 

IHO S-5 section 4.2 - Guidelines for 

National or Regional Schemes.  

08 April 2016 IBSC, Brest, France
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Certificate of Recognition
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Level 1

• Competent to undertake and manage 

hydrographic surveying projects.

• Cat A, only need 2 years of experience and a 

project report.

• Cat B, need to have a CBEPS Certificate of 

Completion, CLS Commission or BSC in 

Surveying, 3 years of experience and a project 

report.

• CLS Commission, BSc Surveying or CBEPS 

Certificate of Completion need CBEPS E2 plus 

5 years of experience and a project report. 
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Level 1
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Level 2

• Competent to support hydrographic surveying projects

• Cat B, only need 2 years of experience and a project 

report.

• Diploma or Certificate in Surveying, need to pass the 

CBEPS subjects listed plus some sections of the E2 

subject plus 5 years of experience and a project report. 

• BSC in Surveying, CBEPS Certificate of Completion or 

CLS Commission need to pass some sections of the E2 

subject plus 5 years of experience and a project report. 
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Level 2
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Canadian Hydrographic 

Surveyor Certification Panel

CHSCP is composed of 11 members:

✓ 4 from private industry

✓Director General, Canadian Hydrographic Service 

(CHS)

✓ 3 from Academia

✓ 1 Retired from CHS who is the Liaison with the 

ACLS Board of Examiners

✓ 1 from Public Works Canada

✓ 1 from the Surveyor General Branch of NRCan
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Maintenance of Certification

• If an ACLS member, every 5 years with logbook 

of experience over previous 60 months.

• If not a member, every year with log of 

experience over previous 12 months.

• In all cases, mandatory CPD required:

– Focused on hydrographic and/or offshore 

surveying.

– 45 hours over 3 calendar years.

– Minimum of 5 hours per year of formal 

Courses and Seminars.

13



14



Labour Mobility

• Exchanges with the AHSCP 

(Australasia) which is the only other

IBSC recognized program

• A Mutual Recognition Agreement has 

been presented to the AHSCP

• Waiting for its reply
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Thank you!
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