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| ANCIENT BEER

| Continued from page 2
When you pour out the filtred beer

i of the collector vot,

Ninkasi (Goddess) 1800 BCE
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I k] he onrush ofthe Tgis an th Euphrates
| ikosi youave tho one who pours oot

the filored ber of the collco v,
11 k] he onvush of th T and the Euphraes.

The gakkof ol the gokku vut,
| The gakku vl the lor-s6+e vat,
| The gukkul vol, which makes the fiver happy,
The Joum-sd-e v, which rejoices the heort,
The ugur-bal jur, o fttng thing in the house.
The sa-gub jar, which i filled with beer,
The am-om for, which carres the beer

of the lom-56.¢6 vat...
| The beoufiful vessels, ore ready on [their] po stands!
| May the heart of your god be well
" i towords youl
| Letthe eye of the gokkul vat bo our eye,
Lt the heart of the gokkol vat be our heart!
| kot mokes your heort foe wonderful
Makes [also] our hoart foel wondarful
Our leer is hoppy, our heortis joyful.
| You poured o libation over the brick of destiny,
You placed the foundations in peace [ond] prosperily,
May Ninkasi five together with you!
Let her pour for you beer [ond] wine,
Let [the pouring] of the sweet liquor resound

far you!

MODERN BREWERS RECREATE ANCIENT BEER

by Miguel Civil, Professor, The Oriental Instinue, and the Departments of Near Eastern Languayes and Chvlézations and Linguistics

you!
In the...reed buckets there is swoef boer,
I will make cwpbearers, boys, [and]
brewers stand by,
Whie I cicle eround the abundance of beer,
While | feel wonderful, 1 fesl wonderful,
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While my heart fullof joy,

[And] {my] hoppy lver | cover with o
garment fit for o queen!

The heart o foanna is happy again,

The heart of the quesn of heaven is heppy ogaint
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Islam and Alcohol

“You who believe: intoxicants and gambling, idolatrous practices,
and [divining] arrows are repugnant acts of Satan’s doing — shun
them so that you may prosper. With intoxicants and gambling,
Satan seeks only to incite enmity and hatred among you, and to stop
you remembering God and prayer. Will you not give them up¢”
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The word khamr is also the root of takhmeer (fermentation), it has the
root kh-m-r which is also the root of Arabic terms including: covering,
clouding, hatred or enslaving.
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In Islamic Medicine

“To give wine to youths is like adding fire to a fire already prepared with

matchwood. Young adults should take it in moderation. But elderly persons may
take as much as they can tolerate.”

-lbn Sina (Avicenna)

The University of Sydney

Iraqi Breweries and Drinks

Lager | Beer

The University of Sydney
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Existing studies about alcohol in Iraq

2006 - Iragqi Mental Health Survey

e e Lifetime alcohol use: 6.82% (male) 0.58% (female)
Current alcohol use: 2.93% (male) 0.41% (female)
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PARTMENT OF STATE ERNATIONAL
IENT AFFARS

NAROOTICS AND L

Survey of Substance
Abuse in Iraq 2015 - Survey of Substance Abuse in Iraq

Final Report
June 2015

Lifetime alcohol use: 16.7% (male) 0.6% (female)
Current alcohol use: 6.7% (male) 0.11% (female)
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Pricing and Availability in Iraq

Limit for import of alcohol into Iraq = 1 Litre (for Muslims + non-Muslims)

Pack of cigarettes = 50 cents
Can of Beer = S2 (black market)
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Just in! Production, import & sale of alcohol banned!

“This article of the law goes against the constitution, which guarantees the freedoms of

minorities...This law will put people out of jobs, drug consumption will rise, the economy will be
affected”

- Yonadam Kanna (Christian MP)
“The constitution says you cannot approve a law that goes against Islam...The effects of alcohol
on society are great, and include depravation, terrorism and social problems...As for the people
who will lose their jobs, new jobs can be found for them”
- Ammar Toma (Muslim MP)
@ INDEPENDENT

iﬁqi president calls for parliamentary
rethink on law banning alcohol

Provision banning the sale, import and production of alcohol 'slipped in' to
municipalities bill in Iraq’s parliament last week

Pluralist Secular Iraq vs Islamic Republic

Mosul (ISIS) Araq (Alcohol)
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Policy Implications
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Thank you!

mustafa.alansari@sydney.edu.au




