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I acknowledge the traditional custodians of this country – and pay my 
respects to Elders past and present. 



Agenda 

• Victorian Aboriginal Palliative Care Collaborative  
• The Collaborative and VACCHO Palliative Care Project  
• Three funded Aboriginal palliative care projects 
• Emerging themes 
• Useful resources 



VACCHO Palliative Care Project 

• Creating a sustainable and culturally 
safe palliative care service where 
Aboriginal people can access palliative 
care in the setting of their choice 

How?: 
• Increase awareness  
• Increase access 
• Prepare and resource PCS  

to provide culturally appropriate  
palliative care to Aboriginal people 



VAPCP 



Victorian Aboriginal Palliative Care 
Collaborative (VAPCC) 

• To enable specialist palliative services in Victoria to 
provide better clinical & culturally responsive palliative 
care services to Aboriginal people, their families & their 
usual health care workers where appropriate.  
 

How? 
• Identify enablers 
• Test solutions in projects 
• Report potential for system-wide changes 

 



SKILLS 

WORKFORCE 

TOOLS 

The Collaborative 

• Short-term initiative ends 2015  
(VACCHO Project from 2007-now) 

• Steering Group established early 2013 
• Funded through the DHHS Palliative Care Program 

 
 



Collaborative Steering Group 
1.Centre for Palliative Care (Lead Agency) 
2.Victorian Government, Department of Health & Human Services 

(DHHS)  
3.Victorian Aboriginal Community Controlled Health Organisation 

(VACCHO)  
4.Integrated Cancer Service 
5.Palliative Care Consortia 
6.Palliative Care Victoria (PCV)  
7.Victorian Aboriginal Health Service (VAHS)  
8.Palliative Care Clinical Network (PCCN)  
9.Koori Health Unit, The University of Melbourne. 



SKILLS 

WORKFORCE 

TOOLS 

Focus areas 

Clinical Tools 
• Appropriateness of tools being used. Processes which 

overlook important cultural considerations. 
Clinical Workforce 
• Ways specialist skills/workforce could be  

better utilised for mutual benefit. 
Clinical Skills 
• Further training for specialists or  

AHW for mutual benefit. 



Project Grants 

• Three grants have been awarded across 
Victoria. $25-100k value for 12 month period 

• Echuca Regional Health 
• GV Regional Health Service 
• Banksia Palliative Care Service 
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Emerging Themes 

• Aboriginal people as cultural advisors 
• Cultural awareness training 
• Communication skills 
• Cultural safety training 
• Self identification  
• Referral skills 
• Recruitment and retention of Aboriginal workers 
• Tools and processes 
• Clinical Placements 
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Targeted Messages 

Palliative Care can be delivered: 
• With your usual health care people & community 

supports (palliative approach) 
• By new specialist team working with your usual 

health carers – include specialist doctors, 
nurses, allied health (specialist palliative care) 

• Try to work in your place & country but could 
see you in hospitals, aged care places 
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Steve Kirkbright 
Project Manager, Victorian Aboriginal Palliative Care 
Collaborative. 
Centre for Palliative Care 
 
Phone +61 3 9854 1644 
Email Steven.Kirkbright@svhm.org.au 
Web www.centreforpallcare.org 
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