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Due to the continued threat of COVID-19 across the globe, special safety protocols are necessary for this
year’'s meeting. These protocols are in keeping with recommendations from public health officials like the
US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, the local recommendations from officials in San Antonio,
and the best practices in the meetings and hospitality industries. Coupled with the declining transmission
numbers already observed in Bexar County and in the state of Texas, the protocols are designed to foster
a safe and enjoyable environment for scholarly exchange. For current information in Brexar County and
surrounding areas, please go here.

In order to do this, some special protocols will be necessary this year. AAR and SBL are consulting with
Epistemix, a professional firm that specializes in developing data-driven models for safe events, to
develop dynamic plans for these protocols. These are likely to include:

e Allin-person attendees must either be fully vaccinated (i.e., a full regimen of a WHO-
approved vaccine) or present a negative test dated no earlier than 16 Nov. In the strongest
possible terms, we encourage all members who can be vaccinated to do so as soon as possible.
Following current CDC guidance, a booster is not required in order to be considered fully
vaccinated. Registrants will be given information about how they can verify their vaccination in a
secure, private way in future communication.

e Masks of attendees are required while attending sessions. Presenters may remove masks
during their presentation in sessions.

e Meeting rooms are set with reduced capacity in order to increase space between seats.
When attending a programming session (sessions that have A, S, or P IDs), attendees must sit in
an available seat. If all seats are taken, the session is full. Standing/sitting around the walls and in
the aisles is not permitted during sessions. The front row of seats will be reserved for session
presenters and those with accessibility needs so that additional space is available compared to a
traditional head table.

e Masks are required while traveling through indoor common areas like hallways and
lobbies.

e Masks are required while in the exhibit hall.

e In sessions where food and beverage are served, masks may be removed when actively eating
and drinking. Masks must otherwise be worn in these sessions.

Hand sanitization stations are available throughout the meeting facilities.
Employees of the facilities hosting the meeting are required by those facilities to be
masked. Many facilities also implement temperature checks at the start of each shift.

e Meeting facilities are being cleaned and sanitized nightly. The Henry B. Gonzalez
Convention Center is a GBAC STAR facility.

e The facilities have invested heavily in HVAC systems that filter the air and mix in
substantial amounts of fresh air as the air is cycled through the system.

In addition to consulting with Epistemix, we continue to work closely with facility management as well as
civic and public health authorities in San Antonio to monitor guidance, as the meeting gets closer. The
above protocols are subject to change in light of updated guidance. We recommend bookmarking this link
for quick access to the most up-to-date protocols.


https://covid19.sanantonio.gov/Reports-Statistics
https://covid19.trackvaccines.org/agency/who/
https://covid19.trackvaccines.org/agency/who/
https://gbac.issa.com/gbac-star-facility-accreditation/

