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China and the Eastern Mediterranean

Abstract:

For centuries the Eastern Mediterranean has been the locus of Great Power struggles between
the Ottomans, British, French, and Russians, and later, between the Soviets and Americans.
During the 215 century, China is emerging as a new Great Power presence in the Eastern
Mediterranean to compete with these traditional regional rivals in the Balkans and in the
Middle East. In pursuing its Maritime Silk Road strategy, China has transformed Piraeus,
Greece, and Kumport, Turkey, and has made port investments in all of the littoral countries of
the Mediterranean.

This paper investigates two specific dimensions of China’s involvement as an emerging Great
Power in the Eastern Mediterranean: the role of ports and the struggle for resource control.
The paper will examine China’s port involvements in the Eastern Mediterranean. China’s port
investments in Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Egypt, Libya, and Tunisia will be compared with its
port investments in Greece, Montenegro, Croatia, Slovenia, and Italy. Regarding resource
control, the paper will examine the Turkey-Libya agreement on maritime boundaries in the
Mediterranean, and will ascertain China’s position about this agreement versus Greek, Cypriot,
and Israeli positions in regard to the gas rights involved.
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