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Background:

The ability of on call respiratory physiotherapists to
accurately interpret chest x-rays Is essential to identify
iIndications and contraindications to physiotherapy
treatment.

Ball et al, 2017, investigated this in physiotherapy
students however there Is no current evidence that has
evaluated the accuracy of qualified physiotherapists
Interpretation of chest x-rays
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Results:

Lungs are hyper inflated/
underinflated

19 physiotherapists completed the chest x-ray quiz

Consolidation with/without
bronchograms

Percentage of correct chest x-ray feature identification:
Mode - 67% Range — 33-94%
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Conclusion:

There Is a range of proficiency in chest x-ray interpretation
skills of physiotherapists

Level of proficiency Is not linked with experience

The contraindications to physiotherapy of pneumothorax was
frequently identified, however incorrect ETT placement was

not.

Score compared to Experience

Discussion:
What is the expectations of physiotherapists to be able to
identify features on chest x-rays?

Reference: Ball V, Chiu C, Lian Y, Lingeswaran L. Final year physiotherapy student’s reliability in chest X-ray interpretation. Physiotherapy Theory and Practice. 2017;34(1):54-57.
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