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Should low-dose codeine analgesics be
available over-the-counter?

= Questionable efficacy vs. documented harm secondary to codeine dependence

= Advisory Committee on Medicines Scheduling recommended up-scheduling to
prescription only Oct 2015

= One argument made against the change — increased cost to health care system
due to increased GP visits to obtain these analgesics

1 Identify & describe hospital admissions resulting from misuse of
over-the-counter combination analgesics containing codeine

Evaluate the economic costs to the health care system

associated with these admissions
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