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How times have changed: 

  

Patterns of use and services at the  

Sydney Medically Supervised Injecting 

2001-2015  

 

Allison M. Salmon & Marianne Jauncey 

Sydney Medically Supervised Injecting Centre (MSIC) 

 

Let’s take a tour… 
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A total of 15,054 people 

have registered to use 

the service. 

MSIC has supervised  

more than 930,000  

injections and managed  

5,925 overdoses without  

a single death. 

About 70% of the people 

registered had never 

accessed any local 

health service before. 

There have been ZERO 

fatalities onsite since 

MSIC opened. 

More than 11,678 

referrals have been 

made, connecting people 

to health and welfare 

services. 

Each year more than 

2,000 individualised 

nursing and support 

services are provided 

onsite. 

< 0.0001% of visits 

resulted in a violent event 

or behavioural problem. 

Who is a typical client? 

• Male 

• Late thirties 

• Long history of drug injecting 

• Poorly connected 

• A history of drug overdose 

• Prison history 

• Often homeless 

• History of public injecting 

• Significant mental health issues, often untreated 

A typical client of Sydney MSIC… 

After 15 years…  

what changed and what has 

stayed the same? 

Average monthly injections on site 
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Daily rate of injections: 220 

Daily rate of injections: 140-150 

Supervised injections per month by drug type  

May 2001 – September 2015  
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• Overdose prevention 

• Naloxone training and prescription (provided to clients onsite) 

• Community overdose training 

• Randomised Control Trial of nasal delivery of Naloxone 

• Tablet filtration & fentanyl  

• Provision of pill filters & citric acid  

• Injecting techniques 

– Neck injecting 

• Nurse lead and targeted onsite clinics  

• Smoking Care & NRT  

• Consumer Group 

• Memorial garden 

 

Responding to change… 
More to learn…  

International Network of Drug Consumption Rooms 

 

Network website: www.drugconsumptionroom-international.org 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 

 

MSIC Tours 
  

 
rglasgow@unitingcarenswact.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go to our website www.sydneymsic.com  

 

 

Allison Salmon 
Research Manager 

 
asalmon@unitingcarenswact.org.au 
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“Without this place I would be dead. Simply, the MSIC saves 
lives.” 

 

“Without this facility, I’m sure my overdose would have killed me 
as I wouldn’t have had access to first aid.” 

 

“Staff are extremely professional and take great care, and give 
the proper care that overdosed patients need. The aftercare is 
exceptionally good – a lot of lives have been saved here at the 
MSIC.” 

 

“Once I overdosed and if I was anywhere else, I would not still be 
here.” 

Client Comments 


