
March 24-26, 2020 | Palm Springs, California

Zero Damages.
Reaching the Goal Together.

Benefits of Attending
• Engage in peer-to-peer exchanges during sessions
• Participate in panel discussions and industry summits
• Expand your areas of expertise by attending a session
    on a topic new to you
• Join in daily networking activities
• Act as an advocate for your entire work group by
   bringing what you’ve learned back to the office
   through presentations or lunch-and-learn sessions
• 120+ exhibitors make this a one-stop-shop to learn
   about advancing technologies and tools that are
   redefining the industry

100%
MONEY-BACK

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEE*

*Go to CGAconference.com for details

We welcome your feedback and suggestions.
Have something to share? Let us know at info@emailir.com. 

The Excavation Safety Conference is the premiere international event dedicated to
providing educational content and resources to help protect buried assets. The
largest event in the underground damage prevention industry, it draws nearly 1,700
participants from around the world. Common Ground Alliance (CGA) is holding its
annual meeting at this event, and with 80+ conference sessions, comprehensive
workshops, numerous networking events, and 120+ exhibitors, including an outdoor
demo fair for hands-on access to equipment, it is the place to be if you are
committed to the mission of reducing damages.

Whether you have attended every Excavation Safety Conference over the last 16
years, or this is your first time, there are sessions, workshops and events that
address your educational and professional development requirements. You will find
numerous opportunities to learn new information directly related to your industry, to
network with peers who understand your job function and to share ideas with
dedicated professionals from around the world.

COME
TOGETHER. SHARE

IDEAS.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.

MAKE A
DIFFERENCE.



Agenda*

Monday, March 23

Tuesday, March 24

Wednesday, March 25

Thursday, March 26

Friday, March 27

8:30 AM - 11:30 AM
12:00 PM – 6:00 PM

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

7:00 AM – 6:00 PM
8:00 AM – 8:45 AM

8:00 AM – 11:00 AM

8:00 AM – 3:30 PM
8:00 AM – 4:00 PM
9:00 AM – 9:50 AM
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM

10:00 AM – 10:45 AM
11:00 AM – 11:45 AM
11:30 AM – 3:30 PM
12:30 PM – 1:45 PM

2:00 PM – 2:45 PM
3:00 PM

3:00 PM – 6:00 PM

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM
7:00 AM – 5:30 PM
8:00 AM – 9:30 AM
9:30 AM – 3:00 PM

10:15 AM – 11:00 AM
11:30 AM – 12:30 PM
12:30 PM – 1:15 PM

1:30 PM – 2:45 PM
3:00 PM – 3:45 PM
4:00 PM – 5:15 PM

6:00 PM – 10:00 PM

7:00 AM – 8:00 AM
7:00 AM – 11:00 AM
7:00 AM – 12:00 PM

8:30 AM – 9:15 AM
9:30 AM – 10:45 AM

11:00 AM – 11:45 AM
12:00 PM – 1:30 PM

1:30 PM – 2:15 PM
2:30 PM – 3:15 PM
3:30 PM – 4:15 PM

8:00 AM – 12:30 PM

All times subject to change.
*Pre-registration and additional fee apply
**Included in Full Conference registration. Tickets
   available for purchase for other registration types.

CGA Committee Meeting: OCSI
Registration / Information
CGA Committee Meetings:
Regional Partners, Technology,
Stakeholder Outreach

Registration / Information
Attendee Orientation
Committee Meetings:
Best Practices, Data Reporting & Evaluation, 
Educational Programs & Marketing
Utility Locator Enhancement Workshop*
Utility Locating with GPR Course*
Vendor Outreach Sessions
Damage Investigation Workshop*
Vendor Outreach Sessions
Vendor Outreach Sessions
CGA Board of Directors Meeting & Lunch
Educational Break Out Sessions
Educational Break Out Sessions
Ribbon Cutting
Welcome Reception

Breakfast
Registration/Information
CGA Annual Meeting
Exhibit Floor Open
Exhibit Floor Educational Sessions
Lunch
Exhibit Floor Educational Sessions
Exhibit Floor Educational Sessions
Educational Break out Sessions
Educational Break out Sessions
CGA Night of Networking**

Breakfast
Exhibit Floor Open
Registration / Information
Exhibit Floor Educational Sessions
Exhibit Floor Educational Sessions
Educational Break Out Sessions
Outdoor Demo Fair & Picnic Lunch
Educational Break Out Sessions
Educational Break Out Sessions
Educational Break Out Sessions

Click Before You Dig Golf Scramble*

“This is a place where I can come and get valuable information that I’ll be able to
                        bring back to my organization and help me do what I do every day better.”

Matt Miceli, NiSource – 1st time attendee, Mentor/Mentee Program

NEW THIS YEAR!
Get the most out of the Excavation Safety 
Conference with a full-day of education on 
Thursday and golf on Friday. 

of past attendees would recommend
the Conference to an industry peer.

91%



“There is a variety of sessions, demos and trainings happening throughout
                     the conference that are beneficial to every industry”

Robert Edwards, Citizens Energy Group – 5 time attendee

Utility Locator Skills Enhancement
$295
Bob Nighswonger; President with Utility Training Academy
This skills training workshop is a great introductory session for the novice locator and a valuable career-
building tool designed to challenge even seasoned professionals on underground line locating. This 
workshop begins with classroom training including a comprehensive presentation, lively discussion,
and a supporting workbook loaded with reference materials and classroom activities. The classroom 
session is followed by hands-on instruction performed outdoors with a variety of conventional and 
unconventional equipment.

• This workshop is approved for 6-8 Continuing Educational Hours or Training Credits
  for Water Operator Certification renewals in various states and approved for 8 contact
  hours for CWEA certificate holders. Visit website for additional details
  Pre-registration is required. Box lunch included in cost.

Refreshments Sponsored by 

Damage Investigation & Claims Resolution
$255
Ron Peterson; President with Ron Peterson Consulting, LLC
This workshop focuses on the required elements of a successful damage investigation. Setting the stage 
for a valid root cause investigation and following standard investigative procedures are vital to an effective 
analysis of a damage. Topics covered include asset protection, revenue / loss recovery, ethics and other 
ingredients needed to perform accurate and timely root cause investigations.
Pre-registration is required. Box lunch included in cost. Refreshments Sponsored by 

Utility Locating with GPR Course
$295
Troy De Souza, Training Manager, Sensors & Software, Inc.
This full day training course meets the NULCA “Competencies for the GPR Technician” curriculum. The 
objective is to ensure that the user demonstrates knowledge, skill, and understanding in applying GPR 
safely and professionally to locate utilities. Topics include GPR theory, factors affecting target detection, 
how GPR compliments traditional EM locating, application of Line Scan and Grid Scans, hands-on 
equipment setup and data collection, data interpretation, and case studies.
Pre-registration is required. Box lunch included in cost. Sponsorships

Available 

Sponsorships
Available 

Locating Theory Demystified!
$150
Christopher Koch; President with ZoneOne Locating.
Have you ever looked at someone locating and wondered what the heck is going on? Whether you are a 
locator, work with locating personnel, or are just curious about locating you will benefit from seeing and 
using the latest in locating technology as accurate locating is crucial to damage prevention. This workshop 
explores the principles of locating, the role locating plays in safe excavation, and includes hands-on use 
of equipment. With classroom training on locating basics and hands-on training, students will be able to 
experience using various pieces of equipment in different settings. Several locate equipment manufacturers 
will provide equipment and tips on how to get an accurate locate, including using ground penetrating radar 
(GPR).Pre-registration is required.

Safe 4 Culture Changer Program: Improve Your Safety
Culture through an Effective Safety Campaign
$295
Wylie Davidson; Training and Culture Specialist with DIVAL Safety
Built upon the foundation of the “Safe 4 the Right Reasons” safety message, this workshop is an organized, 
planned, and proven method of improving a company’s safety culture. Most companies don’t have a lack 
of desire, dedication, or even funding to keep their employees safe, what they often lack is a plan. This 
workshop addresses the ineffective approach that consists of sporadic events and a lack of consistency 
and commitment resulting in the “flavor of the day” safety effort that results in meager results. Let’s face it, 
we are Safety Marketers – we are attempting to influence our employees and drive them to want what we 
are offering, being safe both on and off the job, so they can continue to take care of their families and loved 
ones. Pre-registration is required. Box lunch included in cost.

Workshops A Workshop is a comprehensive (half day or full day) educational experience where you learn practical strategies from
recognized industry experts. Workshops can be purchased in addition to your Full Conference educational
experience or as a stand-alone activity which includes access to the exhibit hall.



Education Tracks

• 10 Feet Tall and Bullet Proof
• 2019: Emerging Damage Prevention Leaders Group
• Advanced Sonic Technologies (AST) in Action:
  Effective Acoustic Mapping
• API RP 1162 Rewrite
• Believe in Safety: Know the Risks of Short Cuts
• Applying Augmented Reality to Prevent Excavation Damage
• Big Changes Below the Horizon: The Impact of Changing
   Technology on One Call Systems
• Blending Safety Culture and Damage Prevention
• Board Member 101
• Board Member 201
• Case Histories of Gas Line Damage and Gas Explosions
• Communication Styles
• Contracting Exceptions: Are You Covered?
• Cross Bore Identification
• Damage Prevention
• Damage Prevention the Chicago Way
• De-Escalation
• Digital Transformation of the Utilities Locate Process:
   WaterOne Case Study
• Distribution Public Awareness Council (DPAC) Natural Gas
   Distribution Safety Benchmarking
• Education vs. Training
• Excavation Safety: Protecting Workers. Protecting Utilities.
• Future of Strike Prevention Down Under
• How Does AI Improve Accuracy of Underground Locates?
• How Cloud-Based Technologies are Changing the Way We
   Locate and Map Buried Facilities
• How to Implement a Comprehensive and Safe HDD
   Training Regimen
• How to Survive an OSHA Inspection

• Installing and Mapping Underground Infrastructure while
   Capturing GPS: Today, Tomorrow and Beyond
• Introduction to the Dig Safe Board
• Joint Use
• Landowner Campaign
• Lessons Learned from Past Dig-Ins
• Locating Pipelines Within a Facility
• Managing the Change
• Mergers & Acquisitions
• Metrically Driven, Continuous Improvement for Stakeholder
   Engagement and Damage Prevention: The National
   Grid Case Study
• Mindfulness in the Workplace
• New Construction Techniques in Fiber Optics
• New Developments in Pipeline River Crossing
   Inspection Programs
• New York 811: Transforming Damage Prevention in New York
   City and Long Island
• Online Locate Requests vs Phone Submissions:
   Why Go Virtual, and is it Safer?
• OSHA, Risk Management and the Holistic Approach to Real
   Dollars and Cents
• Power of Don’t: Communication and Leadership Excellence
• Preventing Electric Utility Damage
• Regulation & Bill Submission: How a Bill Becomes a Law
• Remote Sensing Technologies: Advances in ROW
   Safety and Monitoring
• Risks Associated with HDD
• Safe 4 Culture Changer Program: Improve Your Safety
   Culture Through an Effective Safety Campaign
• Safe 4 the Right Reasons
• Silver Shovel Recognition Program

• Silver Shovel Recognition Program
• Simplify Your Message
• Situational Awareness
• Standardized Metrics for Continuous Improvement in
   Damage Prevention
• Strategic Planning
• Stress Management
• Successful Presentations
• The Bad Side of Town
• The Day We Will Remember
• The ROI on Making Underground Facilities Locatable
• Two Confined Space Standards: Which One is for You?
• Underground Damages Case Study: Use of Comprehensive
   Data Analysis for Process Improvement
• Underground Utility Damage: Why it Remains the
   Number One Threat
• Unregulated Services and Industry Best Practices:
   Why Should You if You Don’t Have To?
• Using the Leading Practices for Cross Bore Risk Reduction
• Using Video to Better Communicate with Your Audience
• Utilizing Human Factor Technologies to Drive
   Performance Improvements
• You the Jury: Trial of an Underground Utility Damage Claim

Session Topics With over 80 sessions to choose from throughout the three days of the Excavation Safety Conference, there is 
something for all industry professionals. New topics are added regularly, so visit the website for the most
up-to-date list, session descriptions and speaker biographies.

of surveyed attendees stated that information 
obtained will help them implement change at work.89%

“The Excavation Safety Conference is an awesome 
opportunity to network with peers from around the world! 
The workshops and convention offer fantastic exposure 

to industry trends and vendors.”

Derek Brown, Call Before You Dig CT – 8 time attendee 



2020 Mentorship Program

Attendee Orientation
Tuesday, March 24 | 8:00 AM – 8:45 AM
Highly recommended for ALL Conference attendees - newcomer and veteran alike. Every year we make 
changes based on the feedback we receive from our attendees and exhibitors. Take advantage of this 
session designed to help you understand the conference structure, organization and opportunities. This 
is the best place to learn about what’s new and decide how to make the best use of your time at the 
Excavation Safety Conference.

Outdoor Demo Fair and Picnic Lunch
Thursday, March 26 | 12:00 PM – 1:30 PM
Enjoy your lunch in the sun as you stroll along the avenue of exhibitor equipment and demonstrations. A 
great opportunity to gain live, hands-on experience with the newest tools in the damage prevention industry.

Click Before You Dig Golf Scramble
NOW ON FRIDAY!
Friday, March 27 | 8:00 AM – 12:30 PM
Enjoy a day on the links and get one last chance to network with your contacts. Following the Conference, 
this is the perfect way to finish out the week.

Locate & Damage Prevention
Technology Forum
Wednesday, March 25 | 12:30 PM – 1:20 PM
Designed to give locating professionals and damage prevention stakeholders an introduction to the latest 
equipment and technology. The forum, presented in a rapid-fire format, offers a look at new products and 
services released by our exhibitors within the past year. Held in an exhibit hall theater, the forum is open to 
all registration types.

Official Opening: Ceremonial Ribbon Cutting
Tuesday, March 24 | 3:00 PM
Join us for the official opening of the Excavation Safety Conference as
we greet our guests for the Welcome Reception held on the exhibit floor.

Sponsored by 

Welcome Reception
Tuesday, March 24 | 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM
Come together and celebrate the kickoff of the 2020 Excavation Safety Conference! 
The perfect opportunity to network with colleagues and explore solutions and new 
technologies with vendors who add value to your  experience. Complimentary hors 
d’oeuvres and cash bar available.

Sponsored by 

CGA Annual Meeting
Wednesday, March 25 | 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM
The annual CGA meeting provides an excellent opportunity to learn about current 
and future CGA initiatives to ensure public safety, environmental protection and the 
integrity of all industry services. All registration types are welcome. You do not have 
to be a CGA member to attend.

Sponsored by 

Wednesday, March 25 | 6:00 PM – 10:00 PM
Don’t miss the prime-time social event of the Conference. Access to this amazing networking event
is included in a Full Conference registration! Tickets are available for purchase for guests or other 
registration types.

MENTEE

MENTOR
Share your knowledge and expertise with an upcoming professional within the industry who has never had the opportunity to attend the Excavation Safety Conference and 
would benefit from the education and experiences that are only available here. Help them connect with other industry professionals and build their network; guide them as they 
expand their knowledge base and develop core skills and best practices. With your Full Conference registration, you can mentor a future leader for the deeply discounted rate 
of ONLY $811! As you complete your registration for 2020 through the online registration system, select the box indicating you have someone you would like to mentor. Provide 
a name and email and we’ll take care of the rest!
Mentor must be a returning delegate registering as a Full Conference delegate. Mentee must be a first-time attendee. Mentee does not need to be from the same company as Mentor. Age restrictions do not apply. 
Program is not retroactive to existing registrations. Mentee registration is non-transferrable and non-refundable.

Special Events Don’t miss out! Participate in all our networking events for your best opportunity to connect with other industry
professionals and grow your network!



SOLDAVAILABLE
Infrastructure Resources is regularly adding new exhibitors. Visit CGAconference.com for the most updated list of exhibitors who are eager 
to meet you in March!

Exhibitors
TO MEALS HALL
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4iQ Solutions
AIMS Companies
Badger Daylighting Corporation
Barr Air Patrol, LLC
BOSS Solutions
Bradley Tanks Inc
Buzzi Unicem USA
CAMO-Coastal and Marine Operators
Centriforce Products, Ltd.
Claims Management Resources (CMR)
Common Ground Alliance (CGA)
Copperhead Industries, LLC
Damage Prevention Solutions, LLC
Data Integration, Inc.
DigAlert
Dig-Smart, LLC
Ditch Witch
Draeger Inc.
Eco-Trak
ELM Utility Services
Enertech
Flagshooter
FS3
Garlock Safety Systems
Ground Penetrating Radar Systems, Inc. (GPRS)
GSSI/Geophysical Survey Systems, Inc.
Heath Consultants Incorporated
Hexagon
HI-VAC Corporation
Hydromax USA
InfraMarker by Berntsen
Infrastructure Resources, LLC 
irth Solutions
Jameson LLC
JNR / The Claims Center
KCSI Aerial Patrol
King Innovation 
KorTerra
Krylon Products Group
Leica Geosystems - Part of Hexagon
LocusView Solutions
MALA GeoScience USA, Inc.
MBW, Inc.
McLaughlin A Vermeer Company
Mears Group
MobileFrame 
MP Technologies
Norfield Development Partners
Northern Lights Locating and Inspection Services

North American Telecommunications 
Damage
Prevention Council (NTDPC)
Nulca
Olameter
One Call Concepts
Opvantek
Pacific Coast Locators
Paradigm
PelicanCorp
Pergam Technical Services
Phoenix Loss Control
Pipehorn
Pipeline Association for Public Awareness
Premier I&E
Project Resources Group, PRG
Pro-Pipe
Radiodetection Corp.
RAMVAC Vacuum Excavators by Sewer 
Equipment 
Rhino Marking & Protection Systems
RoadSafe Traffic Systems, Inc
Rust-Oleum Industrial Brands
SENSIT Technologies
Sensors & Software, Inc.
Sequel Group, LLC
Southern Cross
Stake Center Locating
Staking University
Subsite Electronics
Surveying and Mapping, LLC
Tellus Underground Technology
Terra Tape, Div of Reef Industries
Transwest
Trimble Energy
United Rentals Trench Safety 
Urbint
US Radar Inc
USIC, Blood Hound, Inc.,
RECONN Utility Services
UtiliQuest
Utility Training Academy (UTA)
UTTO
Vacmasters
Verizon
Vermeer Corporation
Vivax-Metrotech
Voss Signs
Vulcan Utility Signs
W.M. Martin Advertising, Inc.



“It is the #1 opportunity for education and networking for our industry as a whole.”
Bruce Campbell, MISS DIG System Inc. – 8 time attendee

REGISTER NOW for best pricing! | CGAconference.com

Sponsors

Registration CGA BreakfastCGA Breakfast

CGA Breakfast CGA Breakfast Welcome Reception Welcome Reception Welcome Reception Welcome Reception

Ceremonial Ribbon Cutting Session Notes Book Pipeline Safety Awareness Summit

Damage Investigation & Claims Resolution
Workshop Refreshments

Utility Locator Skills Enhancement
Workshop Refreshments

Water & Sewer Infrastructure
Protection Summit Electric Safety Summit

Official Event Bag Water BottleFiber Optic Protection Summit

Damage Prevention Theater™ Charging Stations

Official Event Bag

Mobile App

Excavator’s Perspective Summit

Learning Lab 1 & 2

Audio Visual

Registration Sponsored by 



Endorsing Organizations

Sponsorships Available
WiFi (Two Available)

Mobile App | VISIBLE BEFORE AND AFTER EVENT

Event Bag Insert | DISTRIBUTED TO EVERY ATTENDEE

Media Partners

$5,000
Getting ready to send that email of paramount importance, the attendee in question confidently hits the “send” button. With a slight swagger, they begin to put their tablet away. But then… the 
dreaded “No Internet Connection” message stops them in their tracks. Trepidation and a feeling of impending doom begin to set in. What now? Let’s not go down that road. Instead, ensure all 
attendees can freely and happily access the internet to their hearts content through your WiFi sponsorship. Each and every time they connect to WiFi, your name is there to welcome them.

$3,000
Many attendees carry a smart phone and/or tablet and utilize the mobile app to access vital information such as sessions, schedules, speakers, exhibitors, networking functions and much more. 
Take advantage of this opportunity to sponsor the mobile app and have your company logo placed in a rotating banner on the home page every time they open the app.

$500
Everybody loves swag! There is nothing more fun after registering and receiving your event bag than digging through it for the amazing treasures it holds! Don’t miss out on this opportunity for 
your logo to be one of the first impressions attendees have!

The Excavation Safety Conference still has sponsorship opportunities available. Here are just a few highly visible ways to show your 
company’s support for damage prevention. Visit the website for other sponsorship opportunities.

R


