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ABSTRACT:

Diverse and prolific rocks that can be targets for unconventional petroleum exploration (shale gas, shale oil, oil from oil shales, tar sands, gas from tight sandstones, gas hydrates and CBM) exist in the countries surrounding the Eastern Mediterranean Sea. Geochemical analyses provide information on the quality of these rocks. Extremely good quality Mesozoic shales exist in several countries in the Eastern Mediterranean. Currently, any unconventional exploration & production is carried out only onshore. With the new hydraulic fracturing liquids, however, this activity may be carried out offshore in the near future. Gas hydrates exist in the Eastern Mediterranean at depth larger than 300 m and can be exploited by new technologies.   
